
Savor the Holidays 
The holidays. So many things wrapped up in one word, and one set of a 
couple of weeks. The nostalgia is high. The list of favorite foods is long. The 
calories, more so. The memories can bring a tear or a smile. This season has 
so much wrapped in it, yet it is easy to miss the “real gifts” of the season, 
because of the expectations, or dare I say traditions, can get in the way (in 
some ways). 

Savoring – the candies, the meals, the moments. We do that on things that are 
momentary, but I find the longer I live, the more I try to be in the moment and 
savor the gifts of the moments and people more. I have not always been good 
at that. I can easily be like a kid on Christmas morning and tear through the 
experiences, on my way to “the other things.” When that happens, the paper is 
thrown, and the gifts are piled, but not engaged with. I remember our sons 
getting Lego sets for Christmas. Those simple gifts turned into family moments 
of building. So, as we think of these next few weeks, we will be given a set of 
moments and experiences yet to be assembled. The assembly will be up to us. 

As we build the moments, with expectations high, let our grace be higher. Too 
often we have our hearts or minds set on “how things should be.” But too often 
it is that, that creates the pain, the angst, the arguments. I remember the scene 
in the movie Parenthood where grandma talks about loving the rollercoaster 
more than the merry-go-round, because you “get more out of it.” Roller 
coasters are not smooth or mild, but they are a lot more fun – especially when 
the ride is embraced. I also know roller-coasters can bring anxiety and fear.  

The last message of our Grateful message series, I talked about intentional 
gratitude, and embracing the surprises. As you encounter family and friends 
this season, let me encourage you to treat these next few weeks like a roller-
coaster and instead of “fighting against” the surprises, or “change of plans” 
embrace the ride. It is not always easy, and yes there may be levels of 
disappointment of what did not happen, but let us focus on what did happen. 
Who was there. I find I relish those times more than I used to. Life is too short, 
and too important to miss because of unmet expectations. 
Savor the holidays this year, as you build new memories! 

Church Events 
 Dec 3

rd
—UMW Naomi  

  Circle 

 Dec 7
th

—Advent  
  Luncheon 

 Dec 13
th

—Lifeline  
       Health Screening 

 Dec 14
th

—Men’s  
  Breakfast  

 Dec 14
th

—Kid’s  
          Christmas Play 

 Dec 17
th

—Ladies 
 Fellowship @ Cross 
 America 

 Dec 20
th

—JOY   
  Fellowship 

 Dec 24
th

—Christmas  
  Eve Services 

Sunday Schedule 

 9:00am Sunday School 

10:00am Worship 
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Children/Family News 
 VBS Breakfast—Sunday, December 1st, 8:30-9:30am, in the Fellowship 

Hall. Join us for a home cooked breakfast. All proceeds go towards the 2020 
VBS. 

 Christmas Play Rehearsals - Sundays Dec. 1st & 8th from 4:00-5:00pm 
and Wednesdays Dec. 4th & 11th 6:00-7:00pm, Dress Rehearsal Friday, 
Dec. 13th 6:00-8:00pm 

 Children’s Christmas Play - Saturday, December 14th @ 2:00pm. Join us 
in celebrating “The Lights of Christmas” followed by a cake and punch 
reception. 

 KidMin Christmas Party - Join us for food, fellowship, fun and appreciation 
to all of those who have served in Children’s Ministry throughout 2019 
(including VBS). Location will be the Hancock home, 204 S. McCann St. and 
will be from 6:00-9:00pm. 

Youth News 
 Dec. 1st - No youth! (enjoy the extended 

Thanksgiving weekend)  
 Dec. 8th - Youth 5:30-7:00pm (optional hang 

time 7:00-7:30) We will be studying King David 
with “Things You Never Thought You’d Do"  

 Dec. 15th - Youth 5:30-7:00pm (optional 
hang time 7:00-7:30) We will be studying King 
David with “One True Friend"  

 Dec. 22nd - Youth Christmas Party 5:00-
7:00pm Our annual “thank you” to all of the 
amazing volunteers who have helped with youth 
ministry over the last year. Plus a fun 
celebration of Christmas games and activities.  

 Dec. 29th - No youth!  

December Birthdays 

Missions 

October Giving: 

$4,370 

December Loose 

Change goes to: 

ILI: Wes & Joy 

Griffin 

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS               

Oct. 1 - Oct. 31, 2019 

Monthly budget:   $ 45,425 

Actual expenses:  $ 46,336 

Tithes/Offerings: $ 49,024 

Cash surplus:             $   3,598 

YTD receipts $390,126 

YTD expenses $426,681 

  1  Irma Dinwiddie 29  Rhoda Barkman 
      Bob Hudson        Ed Baker 
      Abby Hansen 31  Sandy Price 
  3  Martie Bollet       Joe Lewis 
  4  Nancy McClure        Sharon Lamberson 
  6  Ben Clingaman         Bob Baszner 
  7  Shawn Mayfield           
  8  David Neel 
11 Brenda Hutto        
12  Ginny Holder        
14 Dennis Clingaman 
      Joan Hall 
16  John Myers 
      Donovan Harrison 
21  Gayle Hensley 
24  Derrick Cohee 
27 Barbara Lewis 
28 Chris Jones 



Thank You 
 Thanks and blessings are extended to 

our church family for PRAYERS, cards, 
and flowers during my illness.  
God bless, 

   —Sandy Price 

 Thank you for all the prayers, cards, 
flowers, and visits during my surgery 
and long recovery from having a basal 
Cell removed from my head. God is 
good!! 

   —Becky Swails 

 Our family would like to thank all those 
who prayed, visited, brought and served 
food, and supported us following the 
passing of our dad/grandpa/husband, 
Bob Duchateau. All of your support 
meant the world to us! 

   —Jenny Hancock & 
       family 

 Thanks to UMW and all of my church 
family for the honor of being the “Jewel 
of a Woman” this year. Best kept secret 
of the year, too!! In addition, the prayer 
shawl is beautiful and I thank whoever 
made it. I appreciate all the hard work 
that went into it. Blessings to all. 

   —Becky Swails 

Announcements 
 December 3rd—UMW Naomi Circle at noon, 

in the church Parlor, for a “pot luck” lunch. Call 
Tanya Saul for a reservation. Lesson—Nancy 
Clingaman, devotions—Nancy Slaubaugh. You 
are welcome to join us! 

 December 7th—UMW Advent Luncheon, at 
12 noon. The theme is “Christmas in Hawaii.” 
Men and women are invited to attend. 

 December 7th—Workday at Springwater 
Parsonage, 9:00-11:00am, or 3:00-6:00pm. 
Come lend a hand as we prepare to put the 
second parsonage up for sale. 

 December 14th—Men’s Breakfast at Choo 
Choo McGoo’s Restaurant on Markland Ave. 

 December 17th—Ladies Fellowship @ Cross 
America Help send the message of 
Christmas! Join us at 1:00pm, to fold and 
prepare crosses to be mailed to homes in our 
nation. Your little bit of time can make an 
eternal difference in someone’s life. Come 
early and eat lunch! 

 December 20th—JOY Fellowship. Brunch 
will be provided. Bring a gift of a can(s) for our 
St. Luke’s food pantry. Pastor Scott Pattison 
will be our speaker. 

 December 24th—Church office will be closing 
at noon and will remain closed until the 
morning of December 30th. 

 December 30th—A team of 4 people is needed 
to help serve dinner at the Kokomo Rescue 
Mission, at 3:45pm. 

 Time to distribute offering envelopes for 2020. 

Contact Julie, 453-0555/

office@stlukesumc.net, to make a change on 

whether or not you’d like some. 

Join us on  

Christmas Eve 

at 5:00pm or 

11:00pm 
There will be envelopes in the      

bulletin on December 8 & 15 to give 

you the opportunity to express your 

appreciation for Pastor Scott and 

the staff. There will be an envelope 

for the pastor, and a separate      

envelope for the rest of the staff to 

share. Card boxes are in the lobby 

for you to drop a card in for the 

staff, if you’d like. 

—Staff Parish 
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Sunday, December 8
th
  

Christmas Choir presents  
“A Light Still Shines” 

 

Tuesday, December 24
th
  

Christmas Eve Service 
5:00pm and 11:00pm 

 

The church office will be closing at noon on December 24th, 

and will re-open on Monday, December 30th. 


