
TRANSITIONS 

Celebrate the “minor” miracles of life! As I write this article, we are 30 days in 
to Kokomo, and being “the new Lead Pastor of St. Luke’s”. We are settling in 
pretty well – actually faster and better than we can remember in any other 
place (Thank you – people of St. Luke’s!). I have always given myself 
“permission” to get the cars in the garage by first snow fly – well last weekend I 
did a “third pass” at the garage, and was able to get space for both cars – my 
minor miracle! The house is coming together, and the office – well that will be 
there eventually. 

July has been full of transition. We moved out of our house on July 1 and into 
the parsonage on July 2. We had our first Sunday July 14, and moved into a 
full week of VBS. That was so wonderful to see the people of St. Luke’s pour 
into an experience that welcomes and connects with children and families in 
extravagant ways! Being involved in VBS gave Anita and I opportunities to 
meet and have casual conversation with so many during dinner, serving, 
before, during, and after each night’s VBS, and around the Kona Ice Truck on 
VBS Sunday. This week (July 29) marks not only the transition of July into 
August, but the first week of (somewhat of “normalcy”).  

We are looking forward to “our new normal”, but we also know that takes time. 
My dad always said, “You know how to cook, but you don’t know how to cook 
in this kitchen.” That keeps me rooted in that while I have years of experience 
and knowledge, I still have to learn what “doing ministry” in this context means. 
While you know this “kitchen”, you are still wondering, “What’s this chef going 
to be like in our kitchen, and what will he do to it?” We’ll grow together as we 
spend time, and I just have to remember – it takes time. I look forward to that. I 
look forward to the opportunities and routines that allow us to continue to get 
to know each other as we move into our “new normal” together. Going forward 
there will be opportunities to continue to meet, get better acquainted, figure 
each other out – but most importantly – for us to be who God created and 
redeemed us to be. 

Growing with you! 

Church Events 

 Aug 3
rd

—Trip to Creation  
  Museum 

 Aug 4
th

—VBS Fundraiser  
  Breakfast 

 Aug 6
th

—UMW Naomi  
  Circle 

 Aug 10
th

—Men’s   
 Fellowship Breakfast 

 Aug 16
th

—JOY Fellowship 

 Aug 16
th

—Family Movie  
  Night 

 Aug 20
th

—Ladies Fellow-
 ship @ Cross America 

 

Sunday Schedule 

 9:00am Sunday School 

10:00am Worship 
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Children/Family News 
 August 4th - VBS Breakfast 8:30-9:30am. Join us for a 

home cooked breakfast with free-will offerings going 

towards the 2020 VBS. 

 August 4th - Backpack Blessings 10:00am. Bring your 

backpack for a special back to school blessing for students 

of all ages, teachers, and school employees. Each person 

will also receive a blessing tag for their backpack. 

 August 16th - Family Movie Night, 6:00-8:00pm. Join us for 

a fun and completely free night for the entire family. We will 

have snacks, drinks, activities, and a great movie for all. 

 August 18th - Third Grade Bible Presentation 10:00am. 

Bibles are presented to all of our kids just entering 3rd 

grade and families are recognized for their dedication to 

their children. 

 Sunday mornings at St. Luke’s begin with a 45-minute 

Sunday school class (9:00am) which helps kids dive 

deeper into the Bible. All kids sit with their families at the 

beginning of the worship service and then get to follow our 

‘Kingdom Kids’ banner during the opening song to an hour 

long ‘Kingdom Kids’ worship service. Here they get to 

follow the Trackers of Truth on their quest to learn more 

about the Bible as well as experience VBS style worship 

and creative storytelling. Sunday mornings are a great 

place to be a Kingdom Kid! 

Youth News 
School is about to begin and we are thankful for a 

great summer. Youth group will be held every 

Sunday night from 5-7pm at the church. It is open 

for 6th -12th grades. If you would like to help with 

youth, we would love to have you. Some options 

include providing drinks and snacks, as well as 

being a youth leader to help with the games, 

activities and lessons during our Sunday night 

gathering.  

Young Adults 

August Birthdays 

    1  Gene Pearson 23  Connie Motz 
        Tyler Willhite 26  Pat Hudson 
        Betty Hinkle       Steve Rushton 
    7  John Armstrong       Rene Jones 
    8  Valerie Porter 29  Betty Schwartz      
    9  Marsha Anderson        Sharon Johnson 
  10  Tracie Puckett       Cindy Suryantoro 
  11  Sandy Nagy   31  Anita Pattison 
  12  Linda Wolfe  
        Betty Oyler 
  13  John Mansur 
        Shannon Westray 
  14  Jenny Hancock  
  15  James Lowery 
   

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS               

June 1 - June 30, 2019 

Monthly budget:   $45,425 

Actual expenses:  $39,615 

Tithes/Offerings: $46,413 

Cash surplus:             $  6,798 

Missions 

May Giving: 

$2,860 

August Loose 

Change goes to: 

St. Luke’s 

Preschool &      

Gilead House 

We will have a Cook Out and Swimming on 

Friday, August 9th, at 6:00pm, at We Care 

Park, 2317 N. LaFountain, Kokomo. All college 

age and older (those who consider themselves 

to be a young adult) are welcome to attend! 



Announcements 
 Creation Museum Trip—Saturday, 

August 3rd. See Lori Collins for more 
information. 

 UMW Naomi Circle—Tuesday, August 
6th, at 1:00pm, in the church Parlor. 
Hostesses will be Nancy McClure and 
Jean Hakes, Bonnie Harris will have the 
lesson, and Nancy Clingaman will have 
the devotions. 

 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast—
Saturday, August 10th, at 8:30am, at 
Choo Choo McGoo’s, on Markland Ave. 

 JOY Fellowship—Friday, August 16th, 
at 11:00am, at St. Luke’s. The program 
will be by “Joyful Sounds,” followed by a 
carry-in lunch. Chicken salad will be 
provided. Please bring a dish to share. 

 Ladies at Cross America—Tuesday, 
August 20th, at 1:00pm. Join us for this 
important ministry (across from 
Menard’s). 

VBS 2019 
A huge thank you to everyone who helped 
make VBS one of the best yet! We had 116 
kids come to learn more about Jesus and 
we loved inviting the kids and families to our 
family meal each night prior to VBS. Our 
VBS Sunday was also a huge success and 
was very well attended. The kids loved 
being able to teach their families what they 
learned during their week of VBS. 

Thank You 
 A huge thank you to all who donated money 

and time for the Kokomo Rescue Mission 

Birthday Bash. It was a huge success. The 

guests really enjoyed it. We packed bags for 

125 men, 100 women, and 30 children. 

   —Alice Richey 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

Wednesdays 

Be on the lookout for our Wednesday evening activities 
to start back up! 
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