
STARTING MONDAY 
 
     Monday…that’s the day 
we promise to start all over. 
After all, Monday begins a 
new week, so why not wait 
until Monday to begin again. 
The first Monday of this April 
provides an even greater oc-
casion to begin anew. April 
6, 2015, follows Easter Sun-
day; the day following 
Christ’s resurrection; the day 
his victory over death gave 
life that is renewed not only 
every Monday, but every 
day.  What shall we begin on 
this day that marks both the 
source and the summit of our 
Christian year? 
 

     Taylor Scout Smith was a 
deeply spiritual young lady 
who loved God and was ex-
cited to do mission work. 
While rummaging through 
their daughter’s things, Tay-
lor’s parents discovered a let-
ter Taylor wrote to herself on 
April 13, 2013, which was to 
be opened on that same day 
exactly ten years later. Taylor 
specified that the letter was 
for her eyes only “unless said 

otherwise,” as she put it. Her 
parents took this as permis-
sion to open it. 
 

     Taylor encourages her fu-
ture self to graduate high 
school and get a college de-
gree. More importantly, per-
haps, Taylor issued herself 
the following challenges:  
“How’s your relationship with 
God? Have you prayed, wor-
shipped, read the Bible or 
gone to serve the Lord re-
cently? If not, get up and do 
so NOW!  Her writing contin-
ued, “I don’t care what point 
in our life we’re in right now, 
do it. He was mocked, beat-
en, tortured, and crucified for 
you! A sinless man, who nev-
er did you or any other per-
son any wrong! Now, have 
you gone on any more mis-
sion trips?” 
 

If you’re wondering whether 
Taylor’s parents violated their 
daughter’s privacy, you need 
to know that tragedy struck 
their family early this year. 
Just after Christmas, Taylor 
died suddenly of complica-
tions from pneumonia.  
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      What are we putting aside 
until later that we should be 
doing now?” Why are we wait-
ing? If we are waiting until 
Monday, the time is upon us. 
Taylor told herself not to wait 
another day, not even another 
moment, to pray and worship 
God, to read the Bible and 
serve the Lord. 
 

Her death also lends a great-
er weight to the message she 
wanted her future self to pon-
der.  
 

    Jesus came to give us life 
and to give it more abundant-
ly.  His death and resurrection 
occurred in the fullness of 
time. That time is now. Lent is 
the season Christians devote 
themselves to a deeper un-
derstanding and commitment 
to God. Now is the time to act 
upon any revelations you re-
ceived as the result of your 
Lenten effort.  Do whatever 
God has commanded you to 
do. Do it now: Monday may 
be too late. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor B.J. 

Pastor B.J.’s Briefing  
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Kingdom 

Kids 
www.facebook.com/stlukeskingdomkids 

Crown Newsletter For kids! 

Save the Date  

 Vacation Bible School        July 13—17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Eat, Grow, and Go on Wednesday nights  

 

Connect Family Nights  where we work on the connection between 

the church and the home.   
 

Intergenerational study for all ages— preschool through adult.  The 

focus will be on equipping the family. 

Please join us as we give you the tools to connect your home and 

your church.   

Summer Camp 

If you are interested in sending a camper (Kindergarten through Senior 

High) to a life-changing experience this summer contact  

Jenny @ (765) 453-0555. 

Sign up online at www.beacamper.com/stlukeskokomo 

Icash codes are available by contacting Jenny Hancock 

More than a movie 

Friday May 1, 2015  
Movie starts at 6:00pm 
Registration at 5:45pm 

 

A young Peruvian bear travels to London in 

search of a home. Finding himself lost and 

alone at Paddington Station, he meets the 

kindly Brown family, who offer him a    tem-

porary haven.  
 

Children of all ages are invited!  
Bring yourself and lots of friends to  enjoy 

activities, snacks, and of course a great movie!  Movie theatre popcorn 

and caffeine-free drinks are provided. 
Permission slips will be available if you are not staying with your child(ren).  Kids aged 5 

and under must be accompanied by an adult. 

Easter Sunday 
Schedule 

 

Sunrise Service 
8:00am 

 

Sunrise Breakfast 
8:30am 

 

Sunday School 
9:00am 

 

Worship Service 10:00am 
 

Family pictures taken before and 
after 10:00am Worship Service. 



Prayer Ministry News 

by Paula Shrock 

 

Our Seek God for the City 2015 prayer guides have come to an end for this year. 
Or have they? While the prayers are written to be prayed in concert with other believers in other 
parts of the country and world, they may be prayed at any time throughout the year. I know some 
of you did that last year. You enjoyed the targeted prayers so much that you went through the 
book more than once. The prayers and scriptures really do help us put into words what God is lay-
ing on our hearts, don’t they? They are also good prayer starters that we can use to lead us to 
more in-depth prayers. 
 

Remember that we will prayer walk again on Monday, April 13, meeting in the prayer room at 5 

PM. As usual, we will walk and pray as the weather permits. Other dates to mark on your calen-

dars for the walk in 2015 are May 11, June 8, July 13, August 10, September 14, October 12, No-

vember 9 and December 14.  

ST. LUKE’S UMC   GOSPEL ECHOES 

A KUO Touch 

  Many individuals love Kokomo Urban Outreach.  Some have partnered with us since the 
beginning (January, 2006) and others becoming connected during the past 9 years.  Yet 
there are some who still do not know of our mission to: “Offer Hope, Strengthen Families 
and Connect Communities – Neighborhood by Neighborhood.” 

We would like more individuals to be aware of what KUO does; and to join others in providing the  funding 
necessary to continue fulfilling our mission.   This year we are excited to be holding a “Serve-A-Thon” on 
April 11, 2015.  We are looking forward to individuals or small groups/teams to sign up to participate in the 
“Serve-A-Thon”.  In order to participate in service on April 11th, you should: 

Pray for KUO that God will grant them wisdom and provision as they serve the folks of our community.  
God hears the prayers of His people, and we ask you to pray; 

Commit to participate in the “Serve-A-Thon” by soliciting donations from “sponsors”; and 

Participate in a morning of service to KUO. 

If you are unable to provide service, but would like to support the “Serve-A-Thon”, you may choose to only 
solicit donations from “sponsors.” 

Our goal is extremely reasonable; for each individual or small group/team to raise $500.  Packets of infor-
mation are available to make your job easier.  Please call Pam Grohman at 765-461-0184 to obtain a packet 
or additional information. 

Contributions to Kokomo Urban Outreach are tax-deductible, and it will be a true investment in the lives of 
many people.  Thank you for your consideration and generosity in blessing KUO. 



ST. LUKE’S UMC   GOSPEL ECHOES 

           St. Luke’s Seniors—(Just Older Youth—group for people over 55!) 

We will meet on April 3rd, at 11:00am, at the church. Larry Purvis will share a Good Fri-

day message with song and Scripture. A brunch will be prepared by the JOY helpers. 

Bring a piece of fruit or a small can of fruit for “friendship fruit salad.” Hope to see you 

then! Call an old JOY friend to remind them, and/or invite someone new! 

We will meet on April 17th, at 11:00am, at church. Van Taylor from Kokomo Rescue 

Mission will speak. Following the program, there will be a fellowship lunch. Ham and 

beans will be provided. Bring a covered dish, a white elephant, and a friend. 

UM MEN’S BREAKFAST— 

There will be a Men’s Breakfast on 
Saturday, April 11th, at 8:30am, at 
the Waffle House. All are welcome! 

Naomi Circle— Mark your calendar for a special outing for Naomi Cir-

cle on April 7th.  We will meet at the church at 9:30am and leave at 

9:45 for a special art show, Stations of Light, and lunch in Frankfort 

Indiana.  For a reservation,  call Grace Harshman at 765-210-2846 or 

Glenda Mann at 765-453-1860.  Plan to join us for this special event! 

The letter carrier food drive is 
coming soon! It will be Saturday, 
May 9. Please put food out by 
your mail box for your letter carri-
er to collect that morning. 

We need volunteers! You may volunteer at 
any of the many locations in Kokomo, in-
cluding at St. Luke’s Church. We are one of 
the main pick-up centers for the food. We 
unload the food from the mail trucks, sort 
and box the food, then load the boxes onto 
a truck to be taken to a central location and 
divided among the food pantries in Koko-
mo. In order to receive food from this drive, 
we must have at least 10 volunteers. The 
hours are from 9:00am to 4:30pm. You may 
come anytime within this time frame to help. 
Please let Julie Householder, 453-0555, or 
Steve and Nancy Rushton, 457-1023, know 
if you would like to volunteer. 

Rod, Stacey,    
Rebecca, and 
Sammie would 
like to thank  
everyone for their 
loving support, 
prayers, cards, 
and gifts. 

—The Millers 

We would like to thank 
everyone for the calls and 
prayers over our grand-
daughter, Shawn Marie’s, 
recent car accident and 
hospitalization. We      
appreciate your continued 

prayers.. 

Glen & Marcella Garrett 



Missions Corner 
by Patty Cohee and Cindi Myers Co-Chairs-Missions 
 

April Loose Change Offering goes to Cam & Anne Gongwer 

 

Dr. Cameron Gongwer & Anne are our speakers for our Missions Faith Promise Sunday!  Dr. Camer-
on Gongwer & his wife wrote this: 

Dr. Cameron Gongwer recently returned from a leadership meeting in Germany for Regional Consult-
ants of The Mission Society.  Cam now serves as the Regional Consultant for North America, a new 
role for a growing and uniquely challenging mission outreach of The Mission Society. This small gath-
ering of seven leaders from around the world was an intense 5 day summit that combined prayer, Bi-
ble study, team building and focused discussions on key issues related to the strategic growth and vi-
sion of The Mission Society’s outreach among the Regions.  

Next, Cam traveled to Ghana for a 2 week healthcare mission outreach.  Joined by his brother, Dr. 
Curt Gongwer, for a 2 day school health screening of nursery and kindergarten children at the Royal 
Christian Academy.  They worked alongside Ghanaian colleagues from the Methodist Faith Healing 
Hospital in Ankaase.  Cam and Curt also worked with staff at the hospital and the Methodist Reading 
Town Library to organize and teach at a 2 day Healthcare Mission Conference in Ankaase.  Over 100 
certificates were given to people that serve in Ankaase Hospital and other Methodist clinics in the re-
gion.  In addition to these specific programs, meetings were held with key ministry partners to coordi-
nate future Crosspoint Global Health outreaches, including an internship program to equip health 
workers for servant leadership.   

Please pray for upcoming medical evangelism outreaches among 2 villages in rural Ghana in July 
2015.  Please pray for increased mission mobilization among Ghanaian Christians for these outreach-
es and for the ongoing ministry of the Ankaase Hospital and Library.  Please pray for the Ankaase 
Hospital struggling from the national energy crisis resulting in limited electricity and a lack of health in-
surance reimbursement from the government for the past 8 months. 

Anne continues to coach Ghanaian leaders of the Methodist Reading Library in Ankaase, Ghana, and 
the BLESS literacy program in Ejura, Ghana.  The library staff request prayer for their vision and out-
reach to local children to grow.  Please pray specifically for God to raise up at least one influential 
“youth-of-peace” to begin a Bible Listening/Reading Group.  Mother Tongue Literacy efforts in the 
BLESS Literacy Program continue with volunteer Ghanaian teachers.  Please pray for these 13 men 
and 2 women to be fueled by God’s Call to keep their classes going strong so that many will learn to 
read the word of God in their own language. 

Anne has become involved at our home base in South Bend, Indiana as an assistant adult co-leader 
in two high school youth outreaches, one at church and one in a nondenominational student-led out-
reach.  Assisting the church youth pastor, Anne contributes to the spiritual lesson time and develops 
relationships with students at youth meetings.  Anne also joins Caylor in a student led spiritual retreat 
weekend called “LOG,” or “Love of God” retreat.  In March, both Caylor and Anne helped lead talks for 
the event. Please lift the student leaders and youth before the Lord and join us in asking Him to contin-
ue to draw them to Himself. 

Please pray for Anne’s health and management of increased stiffness and pain in her legs and feet.  

Considerable time is needed in stretching and exercise.  Anne asks for prayer not only for the best 

course of care, but also that the extensive therapy time necessary would be redeemed in kingdom 

building ways. 



Youth Summer Camp!!!!! 

Junior High (Grades 6th-8th): Camp Adventure June 21-26 

Senior High (Grades 9th-12th): Epworth Forest July 5-10 

Ask Jenny or Tyler for more details!! Every youth needs to 

attend!!! Sign up today!!!! 

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS              
February 1—February 28, 2015 

February budget:    $46,193 

Actual expenses:   $41,623 

Tithes/Offerings:  $35,374 

February cash shortfall:             ($  6,249) 

Budget shortfall :             ($ 11,169) 

Missions Giving for 
February:  $2,856 

Our ATTENDANCE for the month of March… 

3/01/2015:  cancelled  3/15/2015:  177 
 

3/08/2015:  190   3/22/2015:  185 

Junior High, Grades 6-8 

youth conference on May 

1and 2 @ Indiana Wesleyan 

University. Sign up outside 

of the youth room!!! 

30 Hour Famine is this 

month, April 24th – 25th. We 

will be raising money for the 

famine and will be fasting 

for 30 hours on these dates. 

We will also be sleeping out-

side the church in cardboard 

boxes!! 



April Parish Nurse News  by Cindi Myers RN, BSN 

                Stroke continues to be one of the leading causes of death in the U.S., 
even though several of the most serious stroke risk factors can often be man-
aged with lifestyle changes and medications.        
        The new guidelines focus on medication use to help prevent strokes in peo-
ple with atrial fibrillation (AF) a common heart rhythm disturbance and major risk 

factor of stroke. 
       “I would recommend that the majority of people continue to focus on evaluation and treatment 
of modifiable risk factors for stroke, such as hypertension, dyslipidemia, obesity, diabetes, and 
smoking,” says Cleveland Clinic neurologist and stroke expert Megan Donohue, MD. “Certainly, if 
someone has any specific risk factors, such as atrial fibrillation, certain cardiac conditions, or severe 
carotid artery stenosis, specific recommendations can be found within the updated guidelines.”   
Understanding stroke risk:     The AHA/ASA guidelines are updated periodically to help make 
sure applicable new research becomes part of the recommendations physicians use with their pa-
tients. The guidelines released near the end of 2014 include four years of literature on the subject. 
       “I think they offer an excellent guide on how to prevent stroke in people who have never had a 
stroke or transient ischemic attack (TIA) before,” Dr. Donohue says. [A TIA is a brief event in which 
a person has stroke symptoms, but only temporarily. Usually there are no lasting effects of a TIA, 
but the events are often precursors to full-blown strokes and must be taken seriously.] 
       Of the nearly 800,000 strokes that occur in the U.S. annually, about three quarters are first-time 
strokes. But research shows that an estimated 90 percent of stroke risk is associated with modifia-
ble risk factors, such as high blood pressure, obesity, and smoking. Researchers noted that while 
managing these risk factors can’t completely eliminate your stroke risk, it can substantially lower the 
odds.  
Guideline highlights:  Among the updated recommendations in the new guidelines are 
the use of statins, along with diet and exercise. 
       There is little dispute, however, about the role of new anticoagulants for patients with AF. In re-
cent years, alternatives to the widely used drug warfarin (Coumadin ®), have emerged. Though 
some of these new drugs are more expensive than warfarin, they do require less ongoing monitor-
ing, and therefore represent reasonable options for patients and their physicians. 
       The two main types of strokes are ischemic, which is caused by a blockage of blood flow in an 
artery supplying blood to brain tissue; and hemorrhagic, which occurs when a weakened blood ves-
sel in the brain ruptures and bleeds into surrounding brain tissue. 
The takeaway:   Control your blood pressure with healthy lifestyle and medica-
tions. If you don’t know your blood pressure or your blood pressure target, talk with your doctor 
about what you can do to reach and maintain your goals. 
       The other steps include living an overall healthier life, which includes no smoking, drinking alco-
hol in moderation (if at all), reducing stress in your life, staying physically active, and getting regular 
checkups. The final piece of advice is to treat conditions such as AF and carotid artery disease, 
even if surgery is required. 
       Strokes can be profoundly debilitating, but reducing your odds of having a stroke are well within 
your grasp. [Cleveland Clinic HeartAdvisor.com February 2015] 



 

Join us  on , April 2, at 7:00 PM, for a 

Maundy Thursday Service. 

There will be a Cluster Good Friday      

service on April 3, at Grace UMC, at 

7:00pm. 

EASTER SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 

Sunrise Service  8:00am 

Breakfast    8:30am 

Sunday School  9:00am 

Worship           10:00am  
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 

  9:00—Sunday School 

10:00 am—Worship 

Happy Birthday to you! 

IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE THIS PUBLICATION, PLEASE LET US KNOW BY  CALLING 

(765)453-0555, OR EMAILING US AT:  office@stlukesumc.net.  THANK YOU! 

Anndora LAFLIN, (2); Pat ROSA, Linda SMITH, (4); Pat 
PRUETT, (5); Pennye SIEFERT, (6); Robert          
KRAKORA, (8); TLeana SHEETS, (9); Larry KUHNS, 
Marsha JOHNSTON, (10); Jenny JONES, (11); Marilyn 
GARBER, (12); Marjorie DUKE, (14); Rebecca 
SHORT, (15); John ANDERSON, Steve OLDFATHER, 
(16); Frank TEDLOCK, (18); Anderson COHEE, (21); 
Kathy TOKARICK, Brandon HANSEN,  Bill                
TIMBERMAN, (22); Kate SOZANSKY, (23); Nikki  

HARRISON, (24); Macey COHEE, Wilma BAKER, (30). 

Our Birthdays for the month of April... 


