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The Proposed 
Split of the UMC

What every congregation 
and every member needs 

to know

The Current Situation and 
Possible Future – A 

Traditionalist Perspective
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Outline

1. What is the problem?

2. How bad is the current state of 
affairs?

3. What does the future hold for you 
and your church?

2

2

Thoughts from “A Failed 
Experiment in Methodist Unity” 

by Professor Dale Coulter
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• Was there ever a United Methodist Church? 

• … the 1972 decision to ground the way forward in theological pluralism.

• The basis of the UMC became organizational unity (connectionalism) with a 
commitment to theological diversity. 

• Connectionalism lacks the depth needed to sustain any form of Methodism.

• … the two coalitions represented at the 2019 General Conference were two 
denominations trying to be born. 

• The committee that proposed the Protocol has attempted to serve as midwife for 
this birth. 

• It is a tragic necessity that represents the 1968 union’s failure to achieve an 
enduring unity. 

The seed for a split was 
planted at the start
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Theological pluralism has created three 
“coalitions” with different sincerely held beliefs

• Traditionalist (aka Evangelical, Conservative)

• Centrist (aka Moderates, Institutionalists)

• Progressives (aka Liberals, Liberationists)

Each coalition has several advocacy groups working to promote 
their beliefs.  
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Theological 
Orientation of 
US United 
Methodists

UM Communications Poll, 
February 2019

How United Methodists self-identify:
44% Conservative-Traditional
28% Moderate-Centrist
20% Progressive-Liberal

8% Unsure

What is the most authoritative source for 
personal theology?

Traditionalists 71% Scripture or Tradition
Progressives 72%, Reason or Exper.,

only 6% said Scripture

What should be the primary focus of The 
United Methodist Church?

Traditionalists 88% said Saving Souls
Progressives 68% said Social Justice
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The Fundamental Dispute is Not about 
Human Sexuality

The fundamental differences of thought and practice within 
the UMC are:

• The authority and role of the Bible.
• The person and ministry of Jesus Christ.

• The  primary purpose of the Church and its role in society.
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Excerpts from an Adam 
Hamilton blog promoting 
his book, Mar. 11, 2014
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“The real issue for the church is not 
homosexuality, but the Bible.
…
In my upcoming book, Making Sense of 
the Bible, I suggest that there are three 
“buckets” into which scriptures fall:

1. Scriptures that express God’s heart, 
character and timeless will for human 
beings.

2. Scriptures that expressed God’s will 
in a particular time, but are no longer 
binding.

3. Scriptures that never fully expressed 
the heart, character or will of God.”

Traditionalists & 
Progressives tend 
toward a different 
understanding of 
the Bible
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From the website, 
ProgressiveChristianity.org
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Traditionalists & 
Progressives 
tend toward a 
different 
understanding 
of Jesus

“… the teachings of Jesus provide but one 
of many ways to experience the 
Sacredness and Oneness of life, and that 
we can draw from diverse sources of 
wisdom in our spiritual journey.”

“The earthly Jesus was a Spirit-filled, first 
century Jew who embodied the presence 
of God in his own life and ministry and is 
therefore our guide and inspiration for a 
life dedicated to God.”
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How Do Traditionalists See LGBTQ+ Persons? 

It is not about hatred or fear of LGBTQ+ persons.  Traditionalists agree 
that:
• All individuals are of sacred worth and are beloved by God.

• All individuals should be treated with dignity and respect.
• All individuals are welcome in our churches where they will be 

deeply loved.

• The church is committed to being in ministry with and for all 
individuals.
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How Do Traditionalists See LGBTQ+ Persons? 

• All individuals are sinners.  LGBTQ+ individuals are not uniquely sinful nor 

somehow further from the grace of God.

• All individuals, including LGBTQ+ individuals, stand in need of the transforming 

power of Christ who calls everyone to become more holy – more Christ-like.

• Our understanding of what constitutes “love”, “justice”, “salvation”, “holiness” 

and other terms must come from scripture, not from secular society. 

• Scripture teaches that marriage is between one man and one woman and that 
any sexual acts outside of the marriage covenant are contrary to God’s good 
and perfect plan for his people.
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The Traditional Plan Settled the Disputes, Right? 
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• Maybe you thought the Feb. 2019 Special GC settled these 
differences – sadly, it did NOT

• Since the Feb. 2019 Special General Conference, 
Resistance/Defiance has exploded exponentially.

• None of the coalitions can win.
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Since Feb. 2019, Resistance to the Book of 
Discipline (BoD) has exploded!

• Karen Oliveto is still a Bishop

• Western Jurisdiction Bishops declared a “safe harbor” for LGBTQ+ 
clergy.

• 8 Annual Conferences ordained LGBTQ+ clergy this past summer.

• Many Bishops have publicly announced they will not enforce the BoD
restrictions against LGBTQ+ clergy.

• Even individual churches and clergy are acting in direct opposition to 
the BoD.

12

12



2/4/20

3

If neither side can “win”–
What are the options for going forward?

Because of the impasse, there are only a few options:

1. Dissolve the UMC and form 2 or more new denominations 

2. Amicably Split into two or more denomination 

a. Centrist/Progressives form a new denomination

b. Traditionalists form a new denomination

3. Chaoticly Split as churches and individuals leave on their 
own
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Protocol of 
Reconciliation 
& Grace 
Through 
Separation

What is the UMC’s future?
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On January 3, 2020 the UM News Service 
released a proposed plan of separation for 
consideration at the 2020 General 
Conference.

A mediated negotiation from a 
geographically and theologically diverse 
group of leaders in the UMC.
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2020 General Conference
What is the UMC’s future?

Features of the “Protocol of 

Reconciliation & Grace Through 
Separation”
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The Current UMC

The Post Separation 
UMC

• Legal Continuation
• Adopt a Regional 

Conference Plan
• Remove 

“incompatible” 
language in BOD

The New 
Traditionalist 

Denomination
• Call a convening 

conference
• Adopt a new 

BOD
• Begin full 

operation in 

2021

The New 
Liberationist 

Denomination

Other Groups
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2020 General Conference
What is the UMC’s future?

Features of the Protocol

Slide 1 
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1. Annual Conferences can join the new traditionalist denomination with a 57% majority 
vote.  

2. Annual Conferences not voting will remain in the Post Separation UMC. 

3. Individual congregations can go opposite of their Annual Conference by a vote at a 
church conference.  The Church Council will decide whether to vote and the % required to 
switch denominations.

4. All property, assets, and liabilities move with the conference or congregation.  There are 
no payments or penalties required. 

5. Any Pastor or Bishop may choose to join the new denomination independent of their 
congregation.
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2020 General Conference
What is the UMC’s future?
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6. Congregations desiring to leave the UMC without joining the new traditionalist 
denomination use the Gracious Exit Plan.  Payments and/or penalties may apply.

7. The General Boards and Agencies will remain with the Post-Separation UMC.  

8. The following will be paid from the general church’s undesignated reserve funds:
• $25 million over 4 years paid to the new Traditionalist Denomination.
• $39 million over 8 years continues current level of support for minority ministries 

for 8 years.
• $2 million placed in escrow for a potential new Progressive/Liberationist 

denomination.

Features of the Protocol

Slide 2 
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2020 General Conference
What is the UMC’s future?
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• The Protocol is adopted at the 2020 General Conference
May 5–15, 2020

• Indiana Annual Conference votes - stay or go?
June 11-13, 2020        or,         No later than June 30, 2021

• The New Traditionalist Denomination holds a convening conference
Fall of 2020                   or,         No later than December 31, 2020

• Individual Congregations vote – stay or go?
Summer of 2020         or,         No later than December 31, 2024

• Traditionalist congregations (confirmed by vote) officially switch
As early as January 1, 2021

Features of the Protocol –

Potential Timeline
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What will the differences be between the 
two new denominations?

The Post Separation UMC Denomination:
• Will be a very different denomination than it is now
• Reductions in income will drive reductions in staff and agency services

• The positions on human sexuality, abortion, social justice, etc. will be 
liberalized.  
• Sermon topics, words to hymns, liturgies will all be much more 

progressive in nature.

• Doctrine and practices will become even more divergent.  Theological 
pluralism will continue and will expand. (i.e. Episcopalians, Lutherans, 
etc.)
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What will the differences be between the 
two new denominations?

The New Traditionalist Denomination:
• Very little bureaucracy, low overhead cost
• Lower apportionments (more $ stays in the local church)

• No Trust Clause.  Congregations will own their property
• Churches will have more control over pastoral appointments
• Bishops’ power will be limited, and their accountability assured
• Doctrines and practices will be grounded in orthodox, historical 

Christianity
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Questions?
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The End 

(of this Presentation – the Beginning 
of a New Future for “the people 

called Methodist”)
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