
All Is Calm 
by David Neel 

I don’t know about all of you, but for me this feels like the most 

hectic and crazy time of year. The Christmas season brings up so 

many fun events, get-togethers and parties. It seems like the world 

is moving just a little faster around Christmas. Personally I feel like 

in the church we get so busy trying to cram everything in before 

Christmas that sometimes we forget to take time and appreciate the 

season. We have to make sure that everything is decorated, all the 

parties are ready to go, and everyone is happy. The problem is that 

we do not take time to be still and enjoy the season. We need to not 

only remember the reason for the season as the saying goes, but 

we need to take time and be still. One of my favorite Christmas 

songs explains this feeling so well. “Silent night, holy night, All is 

calm, all is bright, Round yon Virgin Mother and Child, Holy Infant so 

tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly peace.” We sing this song every 

year, but our lives tend to be the opposite. We become engaged 

with the hectic nature of the season, instead of enjoying the 

calmness and peace that is an important part of the incarnation of 

Christ. For many people Christmas can be one of the hardest times 

of years, met with failed expectations, missing loved ones, and 

financial burdens. Instead of buying into the idea of a hectic 

whirlwind of events, let us lean into the calm and loving arms of 

Christ this Christmas season. 

Church Events 
 Dec 2

nd
—VBS Fundraiser 

  Breakfast 

 Dec 4
th

—Life Line Health 
  Screening 

 Dec 4
th

—UMW Naomi 
  Circle 

 Dec 8
th

—UM Men’s  
  Breakfast 

 Dec 16
th

—Children’s  
  Christmas Play 

 Dec 21
st

—JOY   
  Fellowship 

 Dec 21
st

—More Than a   
Movie Christmas Edition 

 Dec 24
th

—Christmas Eve 
  Services 

 Dec 25
th

–28
th

—Office 
  Closed 

 

Sunday Schedule 

 9:00am Sunday School 

10:00am Blended  
  Worship 
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Children/Family 
News 
 "Christmas is Cancelled” Kingdom Kids Christmas play - performance 

Sunday, Dec. 16th @ 4:00pm. A celebration reception will follow with 
cookies, cake and punch. 

 Kingdom Kids play rehearsal dates - Nov. 28, Dec. 2, Dec. 5, Dec. 9, 
Dec. 12 (all dates 5:30-7:00pm); dress rehearsal Dec. 15 (5:30-8:00pm) 

 Kingdom Kids Christmas Party - Saturday, Dec. 8th @ 6:00pm at the 
Hancock home (204 S. McCann St., Kokomo). This is the Kingdom Kids 
way of showing thanks for all the support that parents and volunteers 
have provided to the kids throughout the year. 

 Bunny Bible Study - Our 2018 study will meet for the final time on Dec. 
11th @ 6:00pm 

 “More Than a Movie” Christmas Edition - Friday, Dec. 21 
6:00-8:30pm. Fun for the whole family along with a great 
movie. 

 Fifth Sunday Service - Sunday, Dec. 30th @ 10:00am 

Youth News 
Thank you to everyone who has helped with youth 

this year. We have had a great year, and want to 

thank everyone involved, with a Christmas party on 

December 9th from 5-7pm in the fellowship hall. If 

you are planning on attending please bring a gift for 

our gift exchange valued at $5 or more. We would 

also encourage you to dress in your best Christmas 

attire. Food and games, as well as various activities 

will be a part of the celebration.  This is open to all 

youth and all families and individuals who played a 

part in youth group this year! 

 December 9th Christmas party and last meeting 

of the year. 

 Thursday the 13th is the last study session of the 

year, 7pm at Big Ben. 

 Wonderful Wednesday’s 

We will continue with The Service up to Wednesday, 

the 19th. We will be having snacks available during 

The Service thru December (no full meal). Join us at 

6pm for a time of worship and study in the church 

lobby. If you would like to give a testimony or help 

with worship, let David know. 

December Birthdays 

Missions 

October Giving: 

$2,543 

December Loose 

Change goes to: 

ILI, Wes & Joy 

Griffin 

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS               

Oct. 1 - Oct. 31, 2018 

Monthly budget:   $49,103 

Actual expenses:  $49,997 

Tithes/Offerings: $30,577 

Cash shortfall:           ($19,420) 

  1  Irma Dinwiddie 29  Rhoda Barkman 
      Bob Hudson        Ed Baker 
      Abby Hansen 31  Sandy Price 
  3  Martie Bollet       Joe Lewis 
  4  Nancy McClure        Hazel Roberts 
  6  Ben Clingaman         Sharon Lamberson 
  7  Shawn Mayfield          Bob Baszner 
  8  David Neel 
11 Brenda Hutto        
12  Ginny Holder        
14 Dennis Clingaman 
      Joan Hall 
16  John Myers 
      Donovan Harrison 
18 Carole Tributsch 
21  Gayle Hensley 
24  Derrick Cohee 
27 Barbara Lewis 
28 Chris Jones 



Announcements 
 December 4th—UMW Naomi Circle at Nancy 

Slaubaugh’s. Call Nancy for a reservation, and 
to plan what dish you will bring. Lesson—
Nancy McClure, devotions—Nancy Clingaman. 
Bring paper products for CAM or socks for 
Open Arms. 

 December 8th—UM Men’s Breakfast at 
Richard’s Restaurant 

 December 21st—JOY Fellowship. Brunch will 
be provided. Bring a piece of fruit or a small 
can for friendship fruit salad. Bring a gift of a 
can or fruit for our St. Luke’s food pantry. 
Howard County Choraliers will present the 
program, directed by David Britton. 

 December 24th—Christmas Eve services at 
5:00pm and 11:00pm 

 December 24th—Church office will be closing 
at noon and will remain closed until the 
morning of December 31st. 

 Time to distribute offering envelopes for 2019. 

Contact Julie, 453-0555/

office@stlukesumc.net, to make a change on 

whether or not you’d like some. 

Thank You 
 We want to thank all of those from St. Luke’s for 

the visits, cards, prayers, and beautiful prayer 

shawl you have given during her illness. The visits 

from Pastor Mitch and Jim Richey have been so 

uplifting to her. This is a very difficult time for all of 

us, but your love is so appreciated. Thanks so 

much, 

   —Vivian Lucky & her family 

 Thank you for all the cards, visits, prayers and 

concern shown us at the passing of Bill Tedlock.   

It meant so much to us all. 

   —The family of Bill Tedlock 

 In appreciation to my church family, I want to say 

thank you with a grateful heart. Your prayers, love, 

cards, and many acts of kindness meant so much. 

We also want to thank all who fixed food and those 

who helped serve. It was delicious!  

In sincere appreciation, 

   —The Jack Smalley family 

COMMUNICATION 

St. Luke’s wants to make communication 

between staff and congregation as easy as 

possible. Please complete the following as 

needed and send to the church office or 

place in the offering plate on Sunday. 

 

___I am interested in volunteering to help in 

 the following area(s): 

 ______________________________ 

 ______________________________ 

 ______________________________ 

 

____I would like to become a member of  

 St. Luke’s UMC. 

 

____I will be admitted to the hospital and 

 would like prayer: 

 Date:_________________________ 

 Hospital:_______________________ 

 

____Prayer Request: 

 ______________________________ 

 ______________________________ 

 ______________________________ 

 

____Address/Phone Change: 

 ______________________________ 

 ______________________________ 

 ______________________________ 

 

Name______________________________ 

Phone_____________________________ 

Email______________________________ 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, December 9
th
  

Christmas Choir presents  
“All Year Long” 

 

Monday, December 24
th
  

Christmas Eve Service 
5:00pm and 11:00pm 

 

The church office will be closing at noon on December 24th, 

and will re-open on December 31st. 
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For unto us a child is born! 


