
St. Luke’s 
gospel echoes 

Back to School Already 

 from Pastor Mitch  
Somehow, summer vacation has come and gone. Our VBS 
proved to be a special way to end this sacred time for students 
and teachers and parents. Summarized from an article I found, 
this is the message I send your way... To our students: This is a 
new year. A time to start fresh and start over. You're going to 
encounter all kinds of temptations in school (1 Peter 5:8). But 
remember who you are. Stand up for yourself in the name of 
Jesus Christ. There will be times where it will be hard to do the 
right thing, but remember “if God is for us, who can be against 
us?” (Rom. 8:31). Remember that you have a family of Christians 
that are here for you whenever you need them. Don’t be afraid to 
admit you need help. To our parents: You can't know everything 
that goes on while your child is at school. But the best thing you 
can do is give them a daily reminder of the Lord they serve. Pray 
with your children each morning before school. Read scriptures 
with them about temptations and how to overcome them. Write a 
scripture on a piece of paper or a napkin and put it in their lunch. 
If their mind is constantly on the Lord, guess who will be on their 
mind when a problem arises. To our congregation: It's not just the 
parent’s responsibility to raise these children in the “training and 
instruction of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). As a flock of God’s people we 
are to look after each other. We are to all set an example in 
“speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity” (1 Tim. 4:12). Let 
us all take the responsibility to make sure that everyone 
continues to grow spiritually. Whether you want to admit it or not, 
every child in this congregation is your own. Do whatever you can 
to help these students succeed.  
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Church Events 

 Aug 7
th

— UMW Naomi  
   Circle 

 Aug 11
th

— UM Men’s  
     Breakfast 

 Aug 11
th

—Youth Group       
  at Cross America 

 Aug 17
th

— JOY Fellowship  

 Aug 29
th

—Wonderful E.G.G. 
        Wednesdays resume 

 

 

Sunday Schedule 

9:00am Sunday School 

10:00am Blended Worship 



 Come to the FaHoCha 

room on Monday, 

August 6th, at 4:45pm, 

and learn more about 

Noonday Collection. 

This is a Fair Trade 

accessory line 

(jewelry, purses, etc.) 

made by women who 

were victims of sexual 

violence, human 

trafficking, etc., to give 

them a way out of 

poverty. You can help 

these ladies simply by 

purchasing one of their 

items. 

Thank you 
 St. Luke’s Family, I want to sincerely thank 

everyone for all their cards and prayers during 

the loss of my mother.  God’s blessings, 

    —Diana Orr 

 To the church family, I would like to thank 

everyone for all the cards, flowers, and prayers 

for Bill and myself over the last few years. We 

appreciate so much your thoughtfulness. Also 

thank you for the lovely lunch the ladies provided 

for our family and friends following the funeral. 

Lastly, thanks to Mitch for your willingness to 

work with Rev. Newbury and having such a 

beautiful message. God bless each and every 

one, 

    —Joan Hall 

 Thank you to my church family for helping me 

celebrate my 50th Birthday. Your cards, gifts, and 

prayers will always remind me how much you all 

care. I am moving on October 18, to Winter 

Haven, FL. I am very excited! I will miss all of 

you, 

    —Vicki Tedlock 

 Thank you for the many cards and thoughts of 

condolences upon the death of my son. All were 

much appreciated. 

    —Fran Jones 

August Birthdays 

Announcements 

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS               

June 1 - June 30, 2018 

Monthly budget:   $49,103 

Actual expenses:  $43,528 

Tithes/Offerings: $37,302 

Cash shortfall :          ($  6,226) 

Budget shortfall         ($ 11,801) 

Missions 

June Giving: 

$2,451 

 

August Loose 

Change goes to: 

St. Luke’s 

Preschool & 

Gilead House 

    1  Gene Pearson 14  Jenny Hancock 
        Tyler Willhite 15  James Lowery 
        Betty Hinkle 23  Connie Motz 
    4  Stacy Handy 26  Pat Hudson 
        Elaina Gibson        Steve Rushton 
        Grant Gibson        Rene Jones 
    7  John Armstrong 29  Betty Schwartz      
    8  Valerie Porter       Sharon Johnson 
    9  Marsha Anderson        Cindy Suryantoro 
  10  Tracie Puckett 
  11  Sandy Nagy 
  12  Linda Wolfe 
        Betty Oyler 
  13  John Mansur 
        Shannon Westray 

 Naomi Circle at St. 

Luke’s on August 7th, 

at 7:00pm. Hostesses: 

Lou Westray & Macon 

Dale Traxler, 

Devotions: Nancy 

Slaubaugh, Lesson: 

Glenda Mann 

 UM Men’s Breakfast 

on August 11th, at 

Richard’s Restaurant 

 JOY Fellowship on 

August 17th, at 11am. 

Program “Sermon in 

Songs” by Ralph 

Myers, accompanied 

by Dinny Bailey. Carry

-in lunch, ham salad 

provided. 

 Light in Darkness 

Kokomo team wants to 

celebrate all God has 

done for us at Cross 

America, 840 Daniel 

Dr., on August 27th, at 

6:00pm. We are 

asking you, our prayer 

warriors to come. Call 

Cindi, 765-438-3642, 

with any questions, 

and to RSVP. 



We have had a great summer so far, from camp 
to VBS. Thanks to all who have helped out to 
make this summer great. At camp this year we 
had several students from our church come and 
help lead as well as attend the camp. We 
learned a lot about the love of God, and had 20 
first time commitments. Praise God. Thanks to 
those of you who have hosted the youth this 
summer! 

News 
•   We will continue to have summer hours for 
youth through Labor day weekend. 
•   Starting at the Same time as our Wednesday 
night program we will start up junior high small 
group to go along with the Wednesday night 
program. 
Wonderful Wednesdays 
 We will be starting up August 29th. Be on 
the lookout for more information.  

Youth News 

Children/Family 
News 

An Amazing Week 
of VBS... 
VBS was another successful outreach event for St. 
Luke’s. Not only did we focus on reaching children 
within the community but we also provided 
opportunities to reach their families by providing a 
free family meal each night. This year’s theme 
was ‘Shipwrecked’ and we welcomed 115 kids into 
our church during the week. We had 20 crews of kids 
that began each night at Castaway Cove (the 
sanctuary) where they were led by Delightful Dory 
and Captain Nemo. They then traveled around to 
games, snacks, crafts, Kidvid Cinema, and Bible 
Discovery where they learned more about God’s 
amazing love for us. On Thursday night, we 
discussed the message of salvation. When invited 
forward for an altar call almost all of the kids and 
leaders went forward. It was a very moving night 
where each child bent in prayer to our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. We couldn’t have done this amazing week 
without the help of many volunteers. Whether you cut 
out leaves/vines, donated money, helped decorate, 
serve meals, or led a station you were important to 
every child that walked through our door.  

Blessings and tons of appreciation,  
Jenny Hancock  

 Sunday, August 5th - Backpack Blessings, 
bring your backpack for a special blessing 
for the upcoming school year 

 Sunday, August 26th - 3rd Grade Bible 
Presentations/Promotion Sunday 



Upcoming Events 
Sunday, August 5

th 

Backpack Blessing Sunday  Bring your backpack to church for a special blessing for 

the upcoming school year. 

 

Sunday, August 26
th
  

3rd Grade Bible Presentations/Promotion Sunday 

 

Wednesday, August 29
th
  

Wonderful E.G.G. Wednesday meal and classes resume. Meal is every Wednesday 
beginning at 5:15pm, and the various classes begin at 6:15pm. If you would be 
interested in leading a class please contact Pastor David. We are looking forward to 
growing together this next year! Sign ups will be in the lobby. 

Non-Profit 
U.S. 

Postage 
PAID 

Kokomo, In 
46902 

Permit No. 
359 700 E Southway Blvd 

Kokomo, IN  46902 

Mitch Norwood, Lead Pastor  

David Neel, Pastor of Outreach 

& Discipleship 

Return Service Requested 

IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE THIS PUBLICATION, PLEASE LET US KNOW BY 

CALLING THE CHURCH AT (765) 453-0555, OR EMAILING US AT:  office@stlukesumc.net. 

Check us out on the internet  

 www.stlukesumc.net 


