
REVIVAL IN THE LAND 

What an incredible few weeks 
we’ve had in Kokomo and at St. 
Luke’s! Being able to worship in 
so many ways during Holy 
Week and on Easter Sunday 
was such a joy! Celebrating our 
Risen Lord should always stir in 
us a passion for this life and the 
life to come! 
 

And then to follow just a couple 
of weeks later with a County-
wide revival experience that  
truly touched the hearts of 
those who participated and   
especially all of the people who 
heard and responded to the 
Gospel message as it was   
taken out into our community! 
 

We’ve heard testimonies in 
worship about the experiences 
some of our own St. Luke’s 
folks had during the               
reviveINDIANA prayer week, 
but the great thing about the 
week was seeing denomina-
tional barriers being broken and 
congregations of all persua-
sions coming together, focusing 
solely on Jesus Christ and set-
ting aside the small issues that 
have kept us apart for so long. 
 

 I know that several of you par-

ticipated during the week, but I 
wish more of you could have 
experienced it. It was not like 
any “Revival” or “Tent Meeting” 
that I’ve ever seen. The main 
focus of the week was not to go 
hear the evangelist speak in the 
evenings, but upon teams go-
ing out into our community and 
sharing Jesus with the every-
day people we all encounter.  
 

One of the things which was 
said over and over was that this 
was training, as it says in scrip-
ture, “to equip the saints.” Not 
just a week-long event, but 
something that should be our 
lifestyle. I know that many   
people are very uncomfortable 
sharing their faith with others, 
and we find excuse after       
excuse to not do it. But this 
training, coupled with the great 
resources which were made 
available, proved to help drive 
that fear which so many have 
away! 
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 One of the best things about the 
reviveINDIANA experience is 
that there is also now a process 
of discipleship in place to follow 
up with the more than 150 peo-
ple in the county that accepted 
Christ for the first time! There 
will also be a structure in place 
to maintain our fellowship with 
other congregations and to con-
tinue with outreach events on a 
monthly basis. 
 

You will be hearing more about 
all this in the coming weeks, and 
my hope is that more of you will 
be able to participate in the on-
going effort to reach more peo-
ple with the Good News of     
Jesus Christ. As many of you 
have heard it said before, there 
are many congregations in  
Howard County, but there’s only 
one Church! 
 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Mitch 
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Kingdom 

Kids www.facebook.com/stlukeskingdomkids 

Crown Newsletter For kids! 

Save the Date  

 Vacation Bible School        July 13—17 

Summer Camp 

If you are interested in sending a camper (Kindergarten through Senior 

High) to a life-changing experience this summer contact  

Jenny @ (765) 453-0555. 

Sign up online at www.beacamper.com/stlukeskokomo 

Icash codes are available by contacting Jenny Hancock 

More than a movie 

Friday May 1, 2015  
Movie starts at 6:00pm 
Registration at 5:45pm 

 

A young Peruvian bear travels to London in 

search of a home. Finding himself lost and 

alone at Paddington Station, he meets the 

kindly Brown family, who offer him a       

temporary haven.  

 

Children of all ages are invited!  

Bring yourself and lots of friends to  enjoy 

activities, snacks, and of course a great movie!  Movie theatre popcorn 

and caffeine-free drinks are provided. 
Permission slips will be available if you are not staying with your child(ren).  Kids aged 5 

and under must be accompanied by an adult. 

Sunday School classes  

available for Preschool—5th grade  

at 9:00am Sunday mornings  

experience Sunday School!! 



Prayer Ministry News 

by Paula Shrock 

 

As I write this, I am taking a break from Revive Indiana, so please don’t look too 
closely at my spelling, punctuation and grammar. Today, our lunchtime pastor reminded us that 
no revival ever happened without prayer and it usually started small. Years ago pastors started 
praying weekly to see revival in Howard County. Prayer walkers and churches started meeting for 
the same purposes. Add these prayers to the prayers of our forefathers and foremothers and 
God’s grace and we have revival in our area! 
 
So could you, would you join me for a prayer walk on the second Monday of each month this sum-
mer? Think about it. Pray about it. Do it! 

ST. LUKE’S UMC   GOSPEL ECHOES 

KOKOMO RESCUE MISSION BIRTHDAY BASH 

 

Once again, St. Luke’s has been asked to sponsor the annual Birthday Bash at the 

Kokomo Rescue Mission on June 17th (Wednesday).  Everyone who comes to the 

KRM for lunch or dinner that day will be celebrating their “birthday”.  We deco-

rate the tables with apples, oranges and bananas, balloons tied to water bottles all 

to be taken with the guests that day.  We also give each person a birthday card and a gift bag.  The Rescue 

Mission does not advertise this, but we still will have about 250 people that day for lunch and dinner.   
 

In order to make nice gift bags filled with toiletry items, socks, towels, wash cloths, safety pins, etc., we need 

to ask you for cash donations.  Please put them in the offering plate on Sunday or drop them off at the church 

office.  Checks should be made out to St. Luke’s and “Birthday Bash” in the memo line.  If you put your do-

nation in an envelope, please note “Birthday Bash” on the envelope.  We need to raise about $1,000 to cover 

the costs. 
 

Anyone wishing to help us pack the gift bags, we will be doing that on Tuesday, June 16th in the evening.  

We’ll need help transporting the fruit, gifts, and balloons to the Rescue Mission on Wednesday morning June 

17th and will load up at St. Luke’s about 9:30 a.m., and head to the Mission.  The men there help us unload 

and carry everything into the dining room.  We’ll also need some help there to hand out the cards and gift 

bags.   
 

If you have any questions, please contact Alice Richey (765)455-2988 (home); or (765) 513-0797 (cell).  Be-

cause of my health changes, I need LOTS of help shopping, filling bags, transporting, etc.  We shop at dollar 

stores to make our money go farther and the gift bags to be similar.  That’s why we ask for monetary dona-

tions only.   
 

Thanks for your generosity! 

Alice Richey 



ST. LUKE’S UMC   GOSPEL ECHOES 

           St. Luke’s Seniors—(Just Older Youth—group for people over 55!) 

JOY Fellowship will meet on Friday, May 1st, at 11:00am, at the church. Steve Terrell, 

“Magic Papaw,” will present the program. Following the program, there will be a       fel-

lowship lunch. Chicken casserole will be provided. Please bring a covered dish, a white 

elephant, and a friend. 

We will meet on Friday, May 15th, at 11:00am, at St. Luke’s. Our parish nurse, Cindi My-

ers, will present the program entitled, “Exercising Body, Mind, and Spirit.” For the car-

ry-in lunch, chili will be provided. Join us for this special time! Please bring a friend, a 

white elephant, and a dish for lunch. 

UM MEN’S BREAKFAST— 

There will be a Men’s Breakfast on 
Saturday, May 9th, at 8:30am, at 
Hillsdale UMC, 4893 E 100 N, 
Kokomo. All are welcome! 

Naomi Circle— will meet at the church on Tuesday, May 5th, at 

7:00pm, in the Parlor, with Tanya Saul as hostess. The lesson will be 

given by Grace Harshman, and Fannie Rody will give the devotions.  

Ladies, you are invited to come to this special; time of fellowship. 

The letter carrier food drive is 
coming soon! It will be Saturday, 
May 9. Please put food out by 
your mail box for your letter carri-
er to collect that morning. 

We need volunteers! You may volunteer at 
any of the many locations in Kokomo, in-
cluding at St. Luke’s Church. We are one of 
the main pick-up centers for the food. We 
unload the food from the mail trucks, sort 
and box the food, then load the boxes onto 
a truck to be taken to a central location and 
divided among the food pantries in Koko-
mo. In order to receive food from this drive, 
we must have at least 10 volunteers. The 
hours are from 9:00am to 4:30pm. You may 
come anytime within this time frame to help. 
Please let Julie Householder, 453-0555, or 
Steve and Nancy Rushton, 457-1023, know 
if you would like to volunteer. 

Biker Sunday 

We will be having our annual Biker 
Sunday on July 19, 2015. 

Everyone with a motorcycle is invited to 
ride it this day so we can have a good 
turnout. We will be having a lunch ride after services, weather 
permitting. The destination will be announced later. We always 
have a good time eating and fellowshipping with our church 
brothers and sisters. 

Even if you do not have a motorcycle you are invited to join us 
for lunch; everyone is welcome. 

Be sure to wear your biker clothing to church. T-shirts and jeans 
are accepted attire. Any questions, contact Bruce or Nora Keller, 
765-461-2667. 

I will be cleaning the freezer in back of the Fellowship 

Hall on June 1st. Please be advised anything unlabeled 
will be disposed of. 

Remember—when using the church kitchen, put things 

back where they belong. 

Unmarked items in the large kitchen refrigerator will also 

be disposed of. 

   —Nancy Slaubaugh 
      Kitchen Coordinator 



Missions Corner 
by Patty Cohee and Cindi Myers Co-Chairs-Missions 
 

May Loose Change Offering goes to St. Luke’s Food Pantry 

 

The food pantry provides food for families who are in need. Our clients have to be referred 

through a social agency such as the United Way, Howard County Family and Social Services, 

hospital case workers, etc. Any member of our church can also recommend someone they know 

that needs food. 

Our food supplies come in a small order (3 sacks), for a family of 3 or less in the household and 

a large order (5 sacks), for a family of 4 or more in the household. We include paper products 

and personal hygiene articles when we have them. We also include a recipe book, “Why Jesus?” 

book and sometimes other materials proclaiming God’s love. 

We also have a “kid’s bag” for any family with children that includes a coloring book, crayons, 

treats and snacks. 

Our food pantry is open on Mondays from 1:00pm to 3:00pm, staffed by volunteers. We sincere-

ly thank these volunteers and are always open for anyone who feels led to help.  

We give Thanksgiving meals to families who otherwise would not have a “special” meal that 

day. 

Thank you to all of you who have contributed in any way to the food pantry. We can only sur-

vive because of you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t Be A Victim: Protect Yourself From Scams, ID Theft 
A consumer protection presentation by Michelle Mayer from 

the Office of the Indiana Attorney General 
 

Sponsored by the Kokomo Area United Methodist Churches 
 

Thursday, May 7, 2015 
5:30 - 7 p.m. 

Maple Crest Elementary School 
2727 S. Washington Street, Kokomo 

 
Learn more about: 
 The latest scams and techniques used by fraudsters via phone, email and direct mail; 
 The importance of protecting your personal information; 
 How to request and review your credit report and how to report anything fraudulent; and  
 How to freeze your credit. 



Youth Summer Camp!!!!! 

Junior High (Grades 6th-8th): Camp Adventure June 21-26 

Senior High (Grades 9th-12th): Epworth Forest July 5-10 

Ask Jenny or Tyler for more details!! Every youth needs to 

attend!!! Sign up today!!!! 

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS              
March 1—March 31, 2015 

March budget:     $46,193 

Actual expenses:   $37,210 

Tithes/Offerings:  $50,778 

March cash surplus:              $13,568 

Budget surplus :              $  4,585 

Missions Giving for 
March:  $4,402 

Our ATTENDANCE for the month of March… 

4/05/2015:  239   4/19/2015:  198 
 

4/12/2015:  185   4/26/2015:  191 



May Parish Nurse News  by Cindi Myers RN, BSN 

Is Gluten-Free Good For You? Yes and no, say Cleveland Clinic nutrition and heart 

experts. 

Going gluten-free is making headlines as today’s perfect diet. From Olympic ath-
letes to Hollywood stars and those who “just want to feel better,” a gluten-free diet is touted as the 
gold standard for becoming healthier. From claims of losing weight to improving cardiovascular 
health, many say removing gluten—the protein in wheat, barley or rye flour—is the answer. 

In 2011, Americans spent $2.64 billion on foods and beverages without gluten, up from $210 million 
in 2001. But, is a gluten-free diet really the answer for good health? It depends, advise Cleveland 
Clinic Women’s Cardiovascular Center dietary experts. 

Gluten-Free Diet 
A gluten-free diet was created for those who cannot digest gluten or break down proteins in 
grains, which is primarily people who are diagnosed with celiac disease or have a gluten in-
tolerance called nonceliac gluten sensitivity, according to clinical dietitian Julia Zumpano, 
RD, LD. “We wouldn’t prescribe it for weight loss or to manage cardiovascular disease,” she advis-
es. 

Celiac Disease 
Celiac disease is an autoimmune disorder that destroys the lining of the small intestine and pre-
vents it from absorbing nutrients from food. The disease affects about 2 million Americans or about 
1 in 133 people, according to the National Institutes of Health. 

Symptoms of celiac disease typically include diarrhea, abdominal pain and bloating—signs that lead 
many to self-diagnose the condition and begin a gluten-free diet, states clinical dietitian Katherine 
Patton, RD, CSSD, LD. “The gold standard for a definitive diagnosis of celiac disease is biopsy of 
the small intestine,” she says. “Research shows that if you start restricting gluten from your diet 
based on the fact that you may have celiac disease, when you are tested for the condition the re-
sults may be false.” 

Avoiding high-fiber whole grains are the foundation for a gluten-free diet—the very foods that Patton 
and Zumpano encourage for cardiovascular disease prevention. 

“We need to be careful about recommending a gluten-free diet for those who think it’s the answer 
for cardiovascular disease prevention,” says Patton. “Not to say that gluten-free is a bad diet, but 
simple lab tests are the best way to tell if you’re truly gluten intolerant or gluten sensitive.”            

Information gleaned from:  



You are invited  
to the Spring Luncheon 
“Garden of Weedin … 

Life Begins In a Garden” 
on Saturday, 

May 9th 
at noon . 

This is for gals of all  
ages and is sponsored  

by the UMW. 
 

Tickets are $6.00 (children 
under 3 are free). 
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 

  9:00—Sunday School 

10:00 am—Worship 

Happy Birthday to you! 

IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE THIS PUBLICATION, PLEASE LET US KNOW BY  CALLING 

(765)453-0555, OR EMAILING US AT:  office@stlukesumc.net.  THANK YOU! 

 
Becky SWAILS (1); Greta DUNLAP, Dick JONES (2); 
Sherry MOORE (3); Sherri MOSIER (4); Wayne 
MCCORD,(5); Jocena MILLER (6); Metta TEDLOCK, 
Lauren HOUSEHOLDER (8); Stacey MILLER, Sarah 
RIFE, Janet TIMBERMAN, Erin GEISELMAN (10); 
Bruce SHROCK (13); Glen GARRETT (17); Lou 
WESTRAY (19); Al NAGY (21); Andrew HANSEN (22); 
John TOKARCIK, Elizabeth HUFFMAN (25); Paul 
SMITH, Rod MILLER (27); Constance MANSHIP(31) 

Our Birthdays for the month of May... 


