
A new year… I always wonder where 
the past year went. And now as I hit the 
half century mark, I’m wondering where 
all the years went.  We are creatures of 
habit and mostly hate change, but 
here’s some reasons why we can’t have 
that attitude in the church. Let’s start 
2015 off with a real urgency to make 
disciples!  The following is a blog article 
by author and pastor Carey Nieuwhof : 
 

Ch-ch-changes All Around You 

Think about what’s changed in the last 
20 years. Back in the early 90s: 

 Less than .5% of the world’s popula-

tion was on the internet. 

 Wifi and broadband didn’t exist. 

 We watched movies at home on a 

VHS and went to a store to rent them. 

 95 % of music sold was on CD. 

 If you wanted to go somewhere, you 

used a paper map to plot your route. 

 Google’s founders were in college. 

 There was no such thing as text mes-

saging. 

Remember the world most of us were 
born into? It doesn’t exist anymore. 

So no one should be surprised that the 
church is changing, rapidly. 

How you respond to it will determine 
your ability to effectively lead the 
mission of the church into the next 

20 years. 

5 Things That Will Never Be the 

Same Again 

Here are five things that will never be 
the same again in the church: 

1. Revivals will become a thing of the 

past. 

Don’t get angry. Yet. Think this through. 
A revival assumes there is something to 
revive. As fewer and fewer people at-
tend church or decide to follow Jesus, 
there is less and less to revive. Future 
churches will make disciples, not just 
revive the few remaining ones who have 
drifted away. We will see great moves 
of God, but they will not primarily be 
based on calling people back to what 
they have left, but instead be based on 
calling people into something they have 
never experienced. This has radical 
implications for how you preach, com-
municate, think, structure and function 
as a ministry. 

2. The church won’t be able to chart 
its future based on current member’s 

preferences. 

An unstated assumption in previous 
generations was that the future would 
look like the past with a few modifica-
tions. As a result, members fought for 
the kind of music, architecture, staff and 
culture they wanted, assuming it would 
‘work’ moving forward. The church of 
today and tomorrow is so not about the 
current preferences of existing mem-
bers. Instead, the future church will be 
about existing members rallying around 
a mission that is not fundamentally 
about them, but about Christ and the 
world he loves. 

3. The church’s best staff will not 

come from seminary. 

This breaks my heart, but the most gift-
ed leaders are not flocking toward min-
istry or seminary anymore (I wish they 
were). They are heading into the mar-
ketplace. The best church staff moving 
forward will not be products of tradition-
al seminaries. Sure, there will be excep-
tions, but for the most part, you will as-
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semble your team from gifted and pas-
sionate people who already attend your 
church and have never thought about 
ministry as a vocation. (You might end up 
sending some of them to seminary after.) 

4. Young adults will not flock back to 

church when they have kids. 

If you believe that young adults who 
leave the church will flock back the mo-
ment they have kids, you’re probably 
already disappointed with what you’re 
seeing. If you’re waiting for young fami-
lies to come to you, you’ll be waiting for-
ever. It will take a strategy to reach 
young families these days. 

5. Loyalty to the institution will no 

longer motivate people. 

You can still find the last vestiges of this 
in dying small or mid-sized churches: 
people who will stick around because 
they can’t imagine X congregation not 
being there anymore. Often if you poke a 
little deeper, you will discover that some 
people’s loyalty to their particular organi-
zation is stronger than their loyalty to the 
kingdom itself. This attitude will disap-
pear. In the future, loyalty to the institu-
tion will no longer motivate people. The 
good news is loyalty to the mission will. 
Congregations come and go. The mis-
sion is bigger than all of us. And future 
Christians will be far more loyal to the 
mission than we’ve seen. 

In the end, none of these changes are 
bad for the church. In fact, you could 
argue each will make us stronger. That’s 
what I’m hoping for. And if all these 
changes continue to progress as they are 
now, Jesus will be more central to the 
church of the future. Our insular, unques-
tioned church culture will not be.  

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Mitch 
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Prayer Ministry News 

by Paula Shrock 

 

I don’t know about you, but I find the beginning of a new year a time to reflect and 
correct. I reflect on how I have been investing my time and talents and correct 
those unproductive habits that aren’t worth continuing. Of course I seek God through prayer, Bible 
reading and the wise counsel of trusted friends throughout the process. What is your plan? What 
works for you and what is not worth your investment of time and talents? I pray you will consider 
some of the upcoming prayer opportunities. 
 

The next prayer walk will take place Monday, January 12, at 5 PM. Assuming the weather will not 
be conducive to walking outdoors, let’s meet in the prayer room first. If the roads are passable, we 
may prayer drive the church neighborhood.  
 

The Circle Maker study will begin soon, but the dates are not set yet. Watch for details in the    
bulletin and announcements. The Circle Maker, a book written by Mark Batterson, challenges us 
to pray bold prayers. The study will last four weeks, beginning sometime in late January or      
February. Then we get ready for Seek God for the City 2015 beginning on Ash Wednesday. 
 

May God bless you with meaningful time spent for the advancement of His kingdom in your heart 

and on the earth.  

There will be an important parent 

meeting on January 11th, at 

6:00pm, in the Youth Room. We 

will be discussing dividing the 

Youth Group into Jr. High and 

Senior High sections.  
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Crown Newsletter For kids! 

More than a movie 

Friday January 2, 2015  
Movie starts at 6:00pm 

Registration at 5:45pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

When Gru, the world's most super-bad turned super-dad has 

been recruited by a team of officials to stop lethal muscle and a 

host of Gru's own, He has to fight back with new gadgetry, cars, 

and more minion madness.  

Children of all ages are invited!  

Bring yourself and lots of friends to enjoy activities, snacks, and 

of course a great movie!  Movie theatre popcorn and caffeine-

free drinks are provided. 
Permission slips will be available if you are not staying with your child(ren).  Kids 

aged 5 and under must be accompanied by an adult. 

Kingdom 

Kids 

For where your treasure is there your heart will be also. 

Sunday School classes available for                     
Preschool—5th grade at 9:00am Sunday morn-

ings  experience Sunday School!! 

Wonderful Wednesday —- it’s back starting January 28 
FAITH, FRIENDS, and FUN!!! 

Join us in a fun-filled time on Wednesday evenings! 

www.facebook.com/stlukeskingdomkids 

Studies show that families who have at 

least one faith conversation a week are 
much stronger and stick together  

longer. Gabbit makes it easy—and 
fun—for your family to grow closer to 

each other and to God.  
 

Gabbit gives you hundreds of dynamic, 
family-friendly questions and prompts 

at the push of a button. No rules, no instructions—just pick a 

category and let the fun, unforgettable conversations begin! 
 

Gabbit: Family Faith Edition includes five conversation-
inspiring categories: This or That, What if?, Favorites, 

Friends & Family, and Zingers. And more editions of Gabbit 
are coming soon! 

 
Get your family talking ... in the car, at mealtimes, and    

anytime your family is together. Your family will grow     

closer, guaranteed.  
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The new Upper Room daily 

devotional is available in the 

lobby. Pick yours up today. 

           St. Luke’s Seniors—(Just Older Youth—group for people over 55!) 

 

WINTER BREAK!  NO JOY FELLOWSHIP IN JANUARY, 

FEBRUARY, OR MARCH! 

UM MEN’S BREAKFAST— 
We will meet on Saturday, January 
10th, at 8:30am, at Waffle House. 

Thank you to all  those who volunteered 

to deliver our Christmas fruit baskets. We 

appreciate your willingness to help out 

and to be a blessing to those who          

received. 

  Steve and Nancy Rushton, 

  Food Pantry Coordinators I wish to thank the people of 
St. Luke’s for the kind cards, 
flowers, and visits to see me 
while being sick. Most of all 
thanks to the women of St. 
Luke’s for the special honor of 
the prayer blanket with all 
the prayers on it. I feel very 
special to receive such a gift. A 
special thank you to Marcella 
Garrett for the lovely throw 
you made me. How nice! 

 —Marty McCord 

Wonderful Wednesdays 

will be back beginning 

January 28. 

Plan to join us 

on Wednesdays 

in one of the small groups. 

Offering            

Envelopes 

If you did not    

receive offering 

envelopes for 

2015, but would 

like some, please 

contact Julie in the 

church office, 453-

0555. 



Parish Nurse News to Inspire You to Use!  By Cindi Myers RN, BSN 
 

Memory lapses are more common with advancing age, but not necessarily an 
indicator of cognitive decline or dementia. There are several strategies you can 
implement to reverse the trend. 
Be sure to see a doctor to rule out a vitamin deficiency, or medication effects, or 

other medical issues. 
  

Also, consider that you may have many distractions, experience apathy, or too much multitasking. 
A recent study of memory impairment showed that participants could regain normal cognition IF 
they: 
 Engaged in higher complex mental activity 
 Had better vision and sense of smell 
 Experienced large drops in diastolic blood pressure.  [that is the bottom number] 
 Paying greater attention to your surroundings might also be helpful.  Take note of where you 

are, how you are feeling, use all your senses, consciously trying to register all information. 
 Some practices improve memory ie: meditation. “I meditate on Your Word, and consider Your 

ways!”  Psalm 119:15 
 Get at least 30 minutes of exercise every day 
 Stay socially engaged 
 Manage your medical conditions 
 Get your rest- 6 to 8 hours of routine sleep, heading to bed at similar times 
 Eat a healthy low calorie diet, such as DASH 
  

THE DASH DIET   
4-5 servings of fruits and veggies every day = 1 c raw leafy veggies, 1 medium fruit, ½ cup of 
        veg. or fruit juice. 
6-8 servings of whole grains every day  = 1 slice of whole wheat bread, 1 oz dry cereal, ½ c 
        cooked brown rice or whole wheat pasta 
6 oz per day of lean meat, fish and poultry = 1 oz cooked lean meat, poultry/fish  1 egg, limit 4 
        eggs per week 
4-5 legumes, nuts, seeds    = 1/3 c. nuts, 1 TBS peanut butter, 2 TBS seeds,  
        ½ c cooked legumes 
2-3 Low fat or fat free dairy    = 1 c. milk /yogurt, or 1/5 oz cheese 
2-3 TBS per day of fats/oils   = 1TB mayonnaise/2TB salad dressing/olive oil 
        butter 



Missions Giving for 
November:  $5,926 

Our ATTENDANCE for the month of December… 

12/07/2014:  212  12/21/2014:  212 
 

12/14/2014:  248   12/28/2014:  179 

Missions Corner 
 
January Loose Change Offering goes to Rev. Ken and Debbie Vance, Zambia  
by Patty Cohee and Cindi Myers Co-Chairs-Missions 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Ken Vance:  This has been a difficult year for our family. Debbie’s father, Paul Rigsbee, 

was diagnosed with cancer. Debbie returned to the States in July to be with him during surgery. Sur-
gery went well, and he was released. That day our daughter-in-law’s (Kelly) father passed away in 
Georgia.  Debbie went to be with Joshua and Kelly for the funeral. Upon her return to Indiana Debbie’s 
dad developed some complications and was re-admitted to the hospital.  His condition continued to 
deteriorate until, on the 21st of August, he died. Debbie, her brothers and sisters and mother were 
with him.  Ken actually knew Paul before he met Debbie and was “instrumental” in recruiting Paul to 
direct the choir of the Highland Ave UMC, where Ken was a student pastor!  Paul Rigsbee was a dear 
friend and special man of God and will be dearly missed.  

Then I [Ken] had not felt good since the first of the year (2014), but managed to keep going, 
thinking it was a bug and would get over eventually. In June it got worse and I was getting sicker by 
the day.  On July 3rd, a trip to the doctor revealed that I had Typhoid Fever!  I took the course of treat-
ment and was still very sick with high fever. Continuing on a second high dosage I got “deathly” sick, 
with vomiting and diarrhea. After 3 weeks my urine turned dark brown and I was tested for malaria and 
found positive. I was at the beginning of Black Water Fever (no cure/fatal). Straight away I was put on 
strong medication for malaria. One day on the malaria treatment and my fever broke. The doctor said I 
was 24 hours from death!  

Yet in the midst of the pain, suffering and death came some new life news. In April, 2015, Deb-

bie is going to become a Grandma, and yes, that means the chicKEN man will become a Grandpa! 

Yes, we are excited and happy for our daughter Stacie and her husband John as they become parents 

to our grandchild.  
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Happy Birthday to you! 

IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE THIS PUBLICATION, PLEASE LET US KNOW BY  CALLING 

(765)453-0555, OR EMAILING US AT:  office@stlukesumc.net.  THANK YOU! 

 John Pruett, (2); Judy Cotterman, (3); John Moore, (4);   

Robert Mann, (13); Becky Napper, (14); Bailey Smith, (16); 

Brittany Edwards, Mitch Norwood, (18); James White, Ben 

Puckett, Kate Mayfield, (20); Shirley Kuhns, Tod Glentzer, 

(21); Kelton Myers, Lydia Burns, (22); Pam Ditmer, (24);   

Carroll Cohee, (25); Jan Adler, (26); Katie Danley, (27); 

Delaney Kwiatt, (28); Kim Willhite,  Diana Hanson, (29);     

Angie Hansen, Jennifer Mayfield, (30). 

Our Birthdays for the month of January... 


