
A Case for Hope 

 
     Lucy of Peanuts cartoon fame, pic-

tured with an air of discouragement, 

questions, “Do you think that life has 

any meaning when you have failed nine 

spelling tests in a row, and your teacher 

hates you?" Perhaps we all have felt 

just like Lucy.  Christians have good 

reason to be concerned about en-

croaching godlessness in the culture 

and in the world in general.  As Chris-

tians, these past few years have been 

anything but encouraging.  Officially 

last year, same-sex marriage completed 

the shift from unthinkable to unques-

tionable as more and more state statues 

defining marriage between one man 

and one woman have been declared 

unconstitutional in federal courts.  In-

deed Indiana’s same-sex marriage law 

is likely to be discussed and decided 

upon in the current legislative session.  

Each passing month of 2014 revealed a 

continuous attack to our nation’s 

Christian heritage of religious freedom.   

Recall the case against Christian bakers 

and florists who were told to support 

what are called “same-sex marriages” 

or face ruinous fines and the loss of 

their careers.  Or, think of the owners 

of Hobby Lobby, a Christian-run com-

pany, or the Catholic Little Sisters of 

the Poor, being told that they must pro-

vide their employees with drugs that 

can induce abortions.  Or think of Gor-

don College, a well-regarded evangeli-

cal institution that faces the possible 

loss of accreditation for its Biblical be-

liefs about human sexuality.  Wheaton 

College in Illinois, which faces the same 

issue, is also fighting for its beliefs in 

court.  And of course there is the ever 

present cloud of doubt as the number 

of professed Christians seems to be 

dwindling.  These and other crisis in 

American culture can certainly test our 

faith and perhaps leaving us feeling a 

bit like Lucy.  What is a Christian to 

do?   

      “Always be ready,” said St. Peter to 

a group of Christians facing persecu-

tion and dispersion, “to give an answer 

to anyone who asks you for the hope 

that is in you.”  Our story is one of 

hope.  And our story of hope lies in a 

closer examination of the headlines.  

The truth according to serious Chris-

tian researchers is found in the details.  

True Christianity is not dying.  Ed  

Stetzer, president of Lifeway Research, 

writes that “no serious researcher who 

studies the subject believes Christianity 

as a whole in this country is in immi-

nent peril.”  What is apparent is that 

prominent main line denominations 

must change if they are to reach emerg-

ing generations (See Pastor Mitch’s 

message in January’s Gospel Echoes).  

Stetzer delineates between the 70% of 

self-declared Christians and the 25% 

who are “core Christians.”  It is the 

core Christians that make the differ-

ence.  The following example clarifies 

his position.  Critics of the “Church” 

point to statistics that show divorce 

rates among Christian couples are 

equal to non-Christian couples.  Indeed 

at first glance the numbers seem to bear 

witness to the general conclusion.  

However, Stetzer’s in depth research 

reveals that Christian couples who at-

tend church regularly and actively par-

ticipate in genuine Christian study have 

a divorce rate less than half of the na-

tional average.  The rest are what he 

terms “veneer Christians” who have a 

surface of Christianity, but a “mushy 

middle.”  Hope resides in deeper con-

700 Southway Blvd E. Kokomo, IN. 46902  · 765-453-0555 · office@stlukesumc.net · www.stlukesumc.net 

viction to Christian principles. 

     The source of hope is in exercising the 

conviction of our faith in Christ.  It isn’t 

that we don’t still maintain strong Chris-

tian convictions concerning critical cul-

tural issues.  It is just that we have al-

lowed our religious convictions to fall 

almost completely along popular and 

political rather than religious lines. We 

let politicians or popular opinion answer 

the difficult questions for us.  We often 

find ourselves using our faith to justify 

our politics rather than viewing cultural 

issue through the lens of Scripture and 

Christian teaching.  This shift in empha-

sis results in viewing important issues as 

popular rather than ethical.  Many of us 

are compromising on all-too-important 

subject s like marriage, family, and the 

Bible’s central truthfulness.  Too many 

of us have given in to the clatter of 

broadcast confusion and social media 

and have abandoned the clarity of his-

toric Christian teaching on these issues.  

Majority opinion doesn’t make it right: 

only popular.  Ten million tweets and 

“likes” still never add up to truth or wis-

dom.  Our answer (Peter’s challenge) is 

that our allegiance belongs to Christ, not 

a singular political party or the platform 

of popularity.  Our hope is finding the 

courage of our Biblical forefathers to 

stand strong on our faith.  

        “Christians have no right to des-

pair,” wrote Richard John Neuhaus, 

“Because despair is a sin.  And Chris-

tians have no reason to despair, quite 

simply because Christ has risen.”  That’s 

the truth of our culture and all cultures.  

It is the truth whatever the level of cul-

tural pressure we will face in 2015. 

As we stand committed and uncompro-

mising, let us stand hopeful.  I think we 

will see how compelling it can be to oth-

ers. 

Pastor B.J.’s Briefing 
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Prayer Ministry News 

by Paula Shrock 

 

To encourage prayer is one thing, but to pray is another. While I would love to fill 

this space telling you about The Circle Maker study that started January 28 and Seek God for the 

City 2015, beginning February 18 (books available in the lobby starting February 1), I think I will 

pray for St. Luke’s UMC.  Will you join me? 

 

Loving God, as Your people at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church, we offer ourselves to You. 

Knowing that we cannot even do that on our own strength, we ask for fresh infilling from your Holy 

Spirit moment by moment so we can walk closer to You daily. When we gather for worship, help 

us focus solely on You whether we are praying, singing, sharing the call to worship, giving our 

tithes and offerings, or listening to our pastor. When we leave, give us the mind of Christ so that 

every step we take individually honors You and draws others to deeper relationships with You or 

maybe even to begin that relationship. Open Your Word to each of us as we study together and 

separately. Guide us in applying the Word to our lives for we want to become all that You have 

called us to be. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

NEW YOUTH GROUP FORMAT 

Beginning Sunday, February 8th: 

 Senior High (second semester 8th graders--
12th grade) will meet 5:30-7:30.  

 Junior High (6th graders--first semester 8th   
graders) will meet 6:30-8:00pm.   

 We will have overlapping fellowship time      
together 6:30-7:30pm.  This format will occur 
on most Sundays beginning February 8. 

We are looking for volunteers to bring snacks 

for youth group. If interested, please see Tyler. 



February 2015 

For where your treasure is there your heart will be also. 

Sunday School classes available for                     
Preschool—5th grade at 9:00am Sunday      
mornings—experience Sunday School!! 

Kingdom 

Kids 

www.facebook.com/stlukeskingdomkids 

Crown Newsletter For kids! 

More than a movie 

Friday February 6, 2015  
Movie starts at 6:00pm 

Registration at 5:45pm 
 

The magically long-haired      

Rapunzel has spent her entire 
life in a tower, but now that a 

runaway thief has stumbled 

upon her, she is about to dis-

cover the world for the first 

time, and who she really is.  
 

Children of all ages are invited!  

Bring yourself and lots of 

friends to enjoy activities, 

snacks, and of course a great  

movie!   

Movie theatre popcorn and caffeine-free drinks are provided. 
 

Permission slips will be available if you are not staying with your child(ren).  Kids 

aged 5 and under must be accompanied by an adult. 

Save the Date 
Vacation Bible School 

July 13—17 

Eat, Grow, and Go   

on Wednesday nights  

beginning Jan. 28th. 

Many opportunities available   

 

.   

Intergenerational study for all ages—preschool through 
adult.  The focus will be on equipping the  family. 

Based on a recent study, the majority of churched kids 
attend church on average two times per month...that’s 24 

hours each year.  Yet kids will spend as many hours en-
gaged in media in two days than they will in church all year.  
Who do we really want to teach our kids...the media or the 

church? 

Please join us as we give you the tools to connect your 
home and the church.   

Connect Family Nights  

where we work on the  

 connection between the church 
and the home 

Impact 2818 Outdoor Ministries 

If you are interested in sending a camper (Kindergarten through 

Senior High) to a life-changing experience this summer contact  

Jenny @ (765) 453-0555. 
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           St. Luke’s Seniors—(Just Older Youth—group for people over 55!) 

 

WINTER BREAK!  NO JOY FELLOWSHIP IN  

FEBRUARY, OR MARCH! 

UM MEN’S BREAKFAST— 
We will meet on Saturday, February 
14th, at 8:30am, at Waffle House. 

To all the people who laid 

their hands and prayed and 

sent the prayer shawl that 

was given to Darwin, thank 

you so much. It is beautiful 

and our family can’t thank 

you all enough. 

  —Janet McVay 

    and family 

Eat, Grow and Go Wednesdays 

are underway! 

Please join us 

on Wednesdays 

for a meal and a small group study. 

Call the office for details, 453-0555. 

Ash Wednesday Service 

February 18th 

7:00pm 

at St. Luke’s 

Thank you to everyone who 
sent cards and prayed for me 
during both of my hand       

surgeries and recovery. 

 —Vicki Tedlock 



Naomi Circle— will meet on Tuesday, February 3rd, 

at 7:00pm, in the church Parlor.  

For more information, please call Nancy at 864-9373. 

February Parish Nurse News Try and Use!  By Cindi Myers RN, BSN 

       An hour of moderate-intensity exercise or half an hour of vigorous-intensity 
exercise each day may lower your risk of heart failure by as much as 46 percent, 
according to a study published in the journal Circulation: Heart Failure. Swedish 
researchers studied more than 39,000 adults who didn’t have heart failure at the 
study’s start in 1997. The researchers monitored the participants’ exercise pat-

terns and leisure activities for about 15 years. Those who exercised more had a significantly lower 
risk of developing heart failure. Individuals with heart failure, on average, face a 30 to 50 percent 
risk of death within five years of their diagnosis. Heart failure is a condition in which the heart be-
comes weak and can no longer effectively pump blood throughout the body. The connection be-
tween exercise and heart failure hasn’t been studied extensively, but there is no question that regu-
lar exercise is an important component of heart health. If you have questions about starting an exer-
cise program, talk with your doctor about activities that are safe for you. If you have had a heart at-
tack, which is a risk factor for heart failure, participate in a cardiac rehabilitation program to learn 
about exercise, nutrition, and other lifestyle changes necessary for optimal heart health. 

  —From the Cleveland Clinic: Heart Advisor.com 

 We can read about lifestyle changes, and exercise almost daily in the headlines, newspa-
pers, and magazines in the grocery aisles, yet to make those lifestyle habit changes is almost insur-
mountable for many of us, aren’t they?  What does it take? 

 Here’s a thought…little daily changes can turn into big life changes….Change IS hard, and 

the key is to just …start.  Do something, anything, better than you did yesterday.  Yell one less time 

at your children or spouse, smile one more time, exercise 5 minutes more, go to bed 10 minutes 

earlier, eat one less fast food meal a week, make your plate of food less full, smoke one less ciga-

rette, drink one less sugary drink/soda/beer, watch one less TV show, read one more chapter in 

your Bible, do one more random-act-of-kindness.  JUST START!  Then take another further step 

tomorrow. 



FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS              
December 1—December 31, 2014 

December budget:    $49,773 

Actual expenses:   $45,656 

Tithes/Offerings:  $46,798 

December cash surplus:  $  1,142 

Budget shortfall :             ($  2,975) 

Missions Giving for 
December:  $4,323 

Our ATTENDANCE for the month of January… 

1/04/2015:  183   1/18/2015:  191 
 

1/11/2015:  187   1/25/2015:  171 

Missions Corner 
by Patty Cohee and Cindi Myers Co-Chairs-Missions 
 

February's Loose Change Offering goes to Henderson Settlement in the Appalachian 

Mountains.  Many a mission team has gone down to Henderson Settlement/Red Bird/White Oak area in the 

Appalachian Mountains and spent time roofing, sorting, cleaning, VBS.   
 

I’d like to share with you some ways to be a “world” Christian without leaving home. Just increasing 
our awareness makes a huge difference in our connection to the world we live in. 

1. Learn about the 10/40 window. The rectangular geographical area (located between 10 de-
grees and 40 degrees north latitude, bounded by Africa on the west and Japan to the east) is home to 
more than half the world’s population, includes 80 percent of the world’s poorest people, and is domi-
nated by Hinduism, Islam and Buddism. 

 No other area on earth has so few Christians or established churches. Reaching the lost in this 
part of the world is the great missions challenge of the 21st century. 

2. Read at least one missionary biography a year. Some classics are Lords of the Earth or 
Peace Child by Don Richardson, Through Gates of Splendor by Elisabeth Elliot, [Don't we have that 
one in our Library, Nina?] Death of a Guru by Rabindranath Maharaj, or To the Golden Shore by 
Courtney Anderson. Consider making the book a gift to your church library when you have finished 
reading it!  Make our librarians happy! 

3. Invite missionaries (furloughed or retired) in your home. Ask them to dinner. Or offer them a 
guest bedroom when they pass through your part of the country. You can’t help but benefit from rub-
bing shoulders with believers who have passion for the nations of the world. 

4. Pray daily along the lines of Luke 10:2. That is, faithfully ask the Lord of the harvest to send 
out workers into the field (especially the 10/40 window). Pray that some, even from your own church, 
would be thrust into ministry among those who have not yet heard the Good News. 

5. . Make an appointment with a Christian financial advisor about getting out of debt and living 
on a budget. For some, this is a long, slow and difficult process. For others, it may require only 
a minor adjustment in lifestyle. For everyone, it opens up opportunities to allocate more resources to 
eternal investments. [ From Jane Wise, former St Luke's member and currently a missionary to the 

Congo in her newsletter: Nuru News; January 2015 
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 

  9:00—Sunday School 

10:00 am—Worship 

Happy Birthday to you! 

IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE THIS PUBLICATION, PLEASE LET US KNOW BY  CALLING 

(765)453-0555, OR EMAILING US AT:  office@stlukesumc.net.  THANK YOU! 

Jennifer HENSLEY, (1); Larry DITMER, Terry CLICK, 

Toni MILLER, Joe RIFE, (2); Diana FAIN, Julie HOUSE-

HOLDER,  (3); Tom COLLINS, (4); Nancy SLAUBAUGH, 

Tristan WAGNER, (5);  Shirley LeCLAIR, (10); Eula 

WESNER, (11); Ray SILVER, (14); Fannie RODY, Nora 

WAGNER, (17); John ADLER, (22); Ron HARRIS, (23); 

Betty SCHMIDLIN, (25); Shawn TOKARCIK, (26). 

Our Birthdays for the month of February... 


