
The Unbreakable Gifts 
 of Christmas 

 The story is told of a young child’s 
wish for a very special Christmas toy. 
After waiting eagerly for the day to 
arrive the child opened the package 
containing the much anticipated toy. 
Within a few hours, the toy was bro-
ken and set aside. This is a familiar 
scene in households across the na-
tion during the celebration of the birth 
of Jesus. Year after year we allow 
ourselves to be captured by the lure 
of gifts that break. Jesus warns us in 
Matthew not to place our trust in ma-
terial things for they wear out, break, 
erode, and can be stolen or lost. This 
Christmas season let us focus on giv-
ing four gifts the Christ child brings. 
Gifts that cannot be broken or lost: 
Hope, Love, Joy and Peace.    

Jesus is the living hope. Hope is 

defined as to cherish a desire with 

anticipation. Jews had long been 

awaiting the coming of their savior. 

When the angels appeared to Mary 

and foretold of the coming Messiah 

she was afraid. “Do not be afraid, 

Mary, you have found favor with God. 

You will be with child and give birth to a 

son and you are to give him the name 

Jesus… the Lord God will give him the 

throne of his father David and he will 

reign over the house of Jacob forever.” 

Jesus was to live among them and be 
the light of the world.  All of their 
hopes would be realized in the living 
Jesus.  The same is true today. In a 
world that tries to frighten us into sub-
mission, we find hope in the living 
God through his son Jesus. He lives 
within us. Jesus gave hope to a bro-

ken world then. By letting his light 
shine through us, we can provide that 
same hope for a lost world seeking 
direction. 
When we love God, there is Christ-
mas. The December day was cold 
and windy. One might say it was right 
down blustery. The cold temperature 
and gusty winds made it dangerous 
for children to spend much time at the 
outdoor nativity. One lone girl braved 
the weather longer than the rest. Fi-
nally after a time of reflection, she 
removed the warm blue woolen scarf 
from her own head, carefully wrapped 
around the baby Jesus, kissed him on 
the cheek, patted him on the head 
and skipped on home.  When we love 
God we love each other as He loved 
us. When we allow the love we have 
for Jesus to flow through random acts 
of kindness this Christmas season we 
share the unbreakable gift of love.  
 “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people.” (Luke 2:10) 
Note that the angel refers to the birth 
of Jesus as great joy. Not to be con-
fused with the temporary pleasure 
that accompanies traditional Christ-
mas giving. Through his gifts of en-
couragement, thoughtfulness, and 
graciousness, Jesus gave great joy to 
all who believed. These offerings en-
couraged his followers and bestowed 
upon them the power of self-
sustaining great and eternal joy. As 
we offer words or perform acts of 
grace and kindness that lift up the 
spirits of others, joy not only fills their 
hearts, but ours as well. This Christ-
mas season let’s give the unbreaka-
ble gift of joy. 
"Glory to God in the highest, And 
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on earth peace among men with 
whom He is pleased." Jesus 
brought eternal peace to those who 
followed him: the closer to Jesus, the 
greater the peace. An elderly couple 
drove around their small community 
admiring Christmas decorations and 
listening to the season’s music. The 
wife turned to her husband of many 
years and asked if he remembered 
how close they sat when they were first 
married.  He replied that he wasn’t 
sure about how close they sat, but he 
was pretty sure that he hadn’t moved. 
Jesus is the same yesterday, today 
and tomorrow. It is we who move 
away. Christmas is an excellent time to 
“move closer” to the savior.  As we 
come closer to Christ, we enjoy the 
peace that only being in his presence 
can bring.  Only when we possess the 
peace that passes all understanding 
can we become bearers of the good 
news of Jesus and pass that under-
standing on to others. Only then can 
we give the gift of peace. 
In his epic tale, “The Hobbit” J.R.R. 
Tolkien describes the birthday celebra-
tion of Bilbo Baggins.  To commemo-
rate his 111th birthday, not only does 
Bilbo bankroll a party for the entire 
Shire but he provides gifts for each 
guest. That’s the way it is done in the 
Shire. With the birth of his Son, God 
gave the world the greatest gift of all. 
In Jesus Christ we received a gift that 
would not break, erode, or be taken 
from us. God sent his son. God sent 
himself.  God gave; we received.  Let 
us rejoice and be thankful by passing 
the gifts of Hope, Love, Joy and Peace 
to everyone this Christmas season. 
 

 (Inspiration for this article is taken from “Christmas 
Gifts that Won’t Break” by James W. Moore”) 
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Prayer Ministry News 

by Paula Shrock 

 

Consider yourself invited to participate in a study titled “The Circle Maker,” named 
for a book about expanding your idea of God’s ability to answer prayer. The video-based, four 
session study will last 90 minutes each week. Books will cost about $8. Now I need some infor-
mation from you. When would you like to meet? Daytime? Evenings? Day of the week? I will do 
my best to accommodate your schedule, even meet twice a week if necessary. Please contact me 
by email at pjshrock@yahoo.com or 765-628-2524.  
 

Prayer walking has not ceased for the winter but moved inside. Join me for the next prayer walk 
on December 8 at 5 PM. We really can storm the gates better together. Speaking of which, Seek 
God for the City 2015 is coming up during lent.  
 

May peace truly be on earth and in your heart as we celebrate the birth of Jesus.  

2014 Year End Giving 

It’s not too late to consider a special year end gift above your current pledge in order to take 
advantage of the tax benefits for this year.  

All donations that are intended for the 2014 tax year must be in the church office by Monday, 

December 29, 2014.  

If you make a contribution prior to December 31st that is intended for your 2015 pledge, please 
clearly mark it with 2015. 

Our Christmas Services 
 

Blue Christmas Service 
Wednesday, December 17th  7:00pm 

Don't feel like a big celebration? Whether it's grief, illness, aging, depression, loneliness, 

unemployment, or loss, some people aren't ready for the joyous festivities. We invite you 

to move from "feeling blue" to experiencing the wonder and hope of Christmas. 

 

Christmas Eve Services 
 

5:00pm Worship 

Join us for a family friendly service with Children's Colored Bells,  

special music, and message from Pastor Mitch.  

 

11:00pm Worship 

Join us and ring in Christmas morning with the Christmas Bell Choir, 

special music and message from Pastor B.J. 

mailto:pjshrock@yahoo.com
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Crown Newsletter For kids! 

More than a movie 
Friday December 5th  

Movie starts at 6:00pm 
Registration at 5:45pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the evil spirit Pitch launches an assault on Earth, the Im-
mortal Guardians team up to protect the innocence of children 

all around the world.  

Children of all ages are invited!  
Bring yourself and lots of friends to enjoy activities, snacks, and 

of course a great movie!  Movie theatre popcorn and caffeine-
free drinks are provided. 

 

Permission slips will be available if you are not staying with your child(ren).  Kids 

aged 5 and under must be accompanied by an adult. 

For where your treasure is there your heart will be also. 

www.facebook.com/stlukeskingdomkids 

Children’s Christmas program & luncheon 
  Saturday, December 13th 
   12:00pm—2:00pm 
 
     Tickets on sale now!! 
   $5 per person 
              $20 for family 
          (performers do not need a ticket) 
Rehearsal schedule: 
 Sunday,       Nov. 23  10:00am-11:00am 
 Sunday,       Nov. 30  10:00am-11:00am 
 Sunday,       Dec. 7     10:00am-11:00am 
 Wednesday, Dec. 10    6:30pm-7:30pm 
 Friday,        Dec. 12    6:30pm-8:30pm (dress rehearsal and pizza party) 

Great APP for kids! 
Give pictures the ability to talk. 

Such fun for kids of all ages.   
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Naomi Circle— will meet on Tuesday, December 2nd, 

at 6:00pm, at the home of Nancy McClure, 2502 

Springdale Ct., for a Christmas dinner. Fannie Rody 

and Grace Harshman will give the devotions. Bring a covered 

dish, a white elephant gift, and a gift for C.A.M. For more infor-

mation, please call Nancy at 864-9373. 

UM MEN’S BREAKFAST— 
We will not have a breakfast meeting 
this month. 

St. Luke’s, 

Thank you for your kindness and sympa-

thy at a time when it was deeply appreci-

ated. Thank you for the cards, prayers, 

food and use of the fellowship hall. My 

sister Vicky always thought of our church 

as hers. 

 —-Bob & Pat Hudson 

My sincere thanks to my many friends 

who have encouraged and supported me 

through the many months of recovery 

from the broken hip. I am driving 

(carefully) now, and walking (carefully) 

too. With the onset of winter I may ask 

you for some travel help, knowing that 

you all would come to my aid again. 

God is good, and so is my St. Luke’s fami-

ly.   Love to all, 

  Macon Dale Traxler 

We Care Christmas Tree 

 Thank you to everyone who came out to 
support the youth by voting for/donating to-

ward the We Care Christmas tree. We 
raised $325 with our tree! 

 

 

 

Thanks, St Luke’s, for your generous 
donations to our Homeless Winter-
Ready Give Away:  55 coats, 69 hats, 
62 pairs of gloves, 26 scarves, 5 pairs 
of socks, 1 pair of boots!  God bless 
you  

Thanks for the many 
cards and prayers sent 
to me by my church 
family during my recent 
health issues. They were 
greatly appreciated. 

 —Barb Lewis 

Brenda Hutto new address: 

3400 Riggin Rd., # 15 

Muncie, IN  47304 

(765)896-8660 

A special thank you to all 
who attended the benefit 
for Nicky Carter/Henry. It 
was a success. Your 
thoughts, prayers, and well 
wishes were such a blessing 
to the family. 

 All my love, 
 Rachel Harris 

Thank you to those who helped deliver Thanks-
giving meals to our needy.  We hope you were 
blessed, as the families who received were. 

—Steve & Nancy Rushton, 
   Food Pantry Coordinators 

Come and enjoy an “Ole Fashion 
Christmas” Advent Luncheon on 
Saturday, December 6th, at 
12:00 noon. Sponsored by UMW, 
both men and women are invited 
to listen to the “Hoosier String 
Players.” Cost is $5. You may 
arrive at 11:00 to enjoy the dis-
play of Bridal Gowns ranging 
from the 1800’s through 2000’s. 
December 3rd is the deadline for 
tickets. After then, please call 
Nancy Slaubaugh at 963-3261 
for tickets. Hope to see you there! 



           St. Luke’s Seniors—(Just Older Youth—group for people over 55!) 

JOY Fellowship  will meet on Friday, December 5th, at 11:00am, at the church. Pastor 

B.J. will give a Christmas meditation, and the children from St. Luke’s Preschool will 

present some selections. Sloppy joes will be provided for the fellowship lunch. Bring a 

covered dish, a white elephant, and a friend! 

 

JOY Fellowship  will meet on Friday, December 19th, at 11:00am, at the church. Sally 

Duke will share in poetry and song. Lunch will be prepared by the JOY helpers for 

this special Christmas celebration! Come and enjoy...make new friends and keep the 

old… 

WINTER BREAK!  NO JOY FELLOWSHIP IN JANUARY, FEBRUARY, OR MARCH! 

December Parish Nurse News: Care for the Caregiver by Lisa Fleetwood MSN, 

RN, FCN 
Faith Community Nursing Coordinator, Faith Health Initiative, Community Health Network-
submitted by Cindi Myers RN, BSN 
 

Taking care of the sick is one of our spiritual callings. Sometimes the sick person is immediate 
family, other times he/she is a beloved member of our faith-community, or someone we encoun-
ter by chance.  In all situations, our responsibility for caretaking is clear.  

“In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They 
stripped him of his clothes, beat him…, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going down the same road, and 

when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 
passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took 
pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own don-
key, brought him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. 
‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ “Which of these 
three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” The expert in the law replied, “The 

one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”    Luke 10:30-38 (NIV) 
In this famous example, the Samaritan saw a need and was willing to expend his physical, emotional, and fi-

nancial resources to ensure the injured man was restored to health. Jesus commended his “mercy.” One can imagine 
that this story ended well. But what if the injured man required long term care? What if the Samaritan would have been 
required to move the man into his home, expend his resources for months or even years? Does God call us into that 
type of care? Many find themselves in just such a situation. Navigating this labor intensive lifestyle focused on meeting 
needs of another can be rewarding, yet exhausting.  

Follow these easy tips to lessen the burden:  
Collect the Facts. The single most important thing you can do to function effectively as a caregiver is to create and 
maintain a comprehensive file of information about the person you are caring for. Make sure to include medical history, 
allergies, medications, insurance information, and legal documents like power of attorney and living will. Keep the file 
somewhere that you can access easily for doctor’s appointments and emergencies. Update information regularly. In 
maintaining organized records, you will reduce stress and anxiety as you navigate the healthcare system.  
Get support! Ask for help. Find a support group of those who share similar circumstances. Support groups can be dis-
ease-specific (Alzheimer’s), relationship-based (children caring for parents) and be offered in person, online, or via the 
telephone. For more information on groups, contact your local hospital’s social services department, adult care centers, 
area agencies on aging, or your own faith-community. Many times, caregivers can feel isolated and these feelings can 
lead to depression, anxiety, and outbursts. Simply sharing your struggles with others can add needed perspective.  
Keep your own life going! Put time into taking care of you. Make sure you get adequate sleep, eat nutritionally, and 
get exercise. Take a few minutes to get away, take a walk, read your Bible, meditate and pray, or your favorite hobby. 
Don’t sacrifice your own relationships. Ensure that you carve out time each day to do something that revives you. Care-
givers are susceptible to stress and burnout so don’t be afraid to ask for help and, if necessary, demand that others 
bear some of the burden. In advocating for yourself, you will be more likely to provide care in the long term.  
Give up the guilt! Surprisingly, those who care for their loved ones feel they have not done enough. They regret harsh 
words or time spent away. Sadly, many caregivers don’t want to ask for help, feeling as though they should be able to 
meet all their family member’s needs. When they are forced to reach out, they are crippled by guilt and shame. To avoid 
these toxic caregiver emotions, establish expectations that are realistic. Understand that some guilt is normal because 
your intentions are good but your time, resources, and skills are limited. Accept that you're just going to feel guilty at 
times.  
 

Isaiah 40:29-31(NIV) “ He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. Even youths grow 
tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will 

soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” 



FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS              
October 1—October 31, 2014 

October budget:    $49,773 

Actual expenses:   $38,841 

Tithes/Offerings:  $42,716 

October cash surplusl:  $  3,875 

Budget shortfall :             ($  7,058) 

Missions Giving for 
October:  $5,783 

Our ATTENDANCE for the month of November… 

11/02/2014:  226  11/16/2014:  207 
 

11/09/2014:  244   11/23/2014:  220 

Missions Corner by Missions Co-chairs, Patty Cohee & Cindi Myers:  
 

Loose Change for December is the Hammonds 
 

Dear Fellow Laborers of St. Luke’s,  
We planned several outreaches this past semester at DePauw designed to share the Gospel, plant seeds, and give stu-
dents an opportunity to share their faith.  One of those outreaches was an Outdoor Movie Night on campus.  On Friday, 
September 5

th
 we showed the movie “God’s Not Dead”. The following is a summation of that “memorable” evening:  

 

DePauw let us borrow some expensive equipment (inflatable screen, movie projector, & speakers) for the event.  They 
also helped us promote the movie on e‑services and put flyers up around campus.  We had 25 people come to watch the 
movie.  About 30 minutes into the movie we saw lightning in the distance.  As Greg and I were quietly standing in the back 
discussing whether to move the movie inside, we started getting wet, and it wasn't raining! The lawn sprinkler system went 
off!!! Everyone went running for cover, Greg and I dove on equipment to keep it dry!  We were able to move the equipment 
to a dry area and get the students settled into the building we had reserved in case of rain.  We watched the movie inside, 
it did storm, so we would've had to move the movie inside anyway.  The students stayed for great discussion afterwards on 
apologetics and what it looks like to be a Christian on a secular campus.  We also handed out comment cards.  We had 8 
students say that they would like to meet with us for Bible study and discipleship.  It was a fruitful and memorable evening! 
 

In early October we brought an outreach to campus entitled The Great Exchange. This outreach was designed to engage 
students in meaningful spiritual conversations with the hope of leading them to Christ, or at least moving them closer to 
Him.  
 

The outreach featured some training for the Christian students in engaging their fellow classmates about Jesus and faith. 
When students approached the book table, we would have surveys for them to fill out, and in exchange for their time, they 
received a free book (they could even choose a Bible as their free book!) The following is a summation of that event:  

One of the questions on the survey is, “If God asked you ‘Why should I let you into Heaven?’ what would you say?” Around 
80% of the students answered “Because I’m a good person.”  As Christians, we know that the Bible says that “All our right-
eous acts are like filthy rags” (Is 64:6) and ” For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-and this not from your-
selves, it is the gift of God- not by works, so that no one can boast.” (Eph. 2:8-9) This led to a lot of great conversations 
about salvation and how God says we can have eternal life with Him.  It was really exciting to watch as the light bulb turned 
on for many students.  It is amazing how many people consider themselves Christians but haven’t really studied the Bible 
to even know what God says about how to get to Heaven!   

Thank you for your prayers.  God provided the finances and the manpower that we needed for this outreach.  As a result, 
we were able to bring the Great Exchange to DePauw, Purdue and Wabash.  God also provided great weather all week for 
this outdoor event. And the best part was that eight students gave their lives to Jesus Christ as a result of the surveys and 
ensuing conversation.  

We would also covet your prayers as we follow up on students from The Great Exchange, as well as for the upcoming 
Movie Night (Inside of course!), and the Christmas tree lighting and end of the semester wrap up.  

Thank you for your strategic support in prayer and finances to make this all possible. May God richly bless you! 

In Christ, 

Greg & Shannon Hammond 

Worldwide Discipleship Association, DePauw University 
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DECEMBER SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 

  9:00—Sunday School 

10:00 am—Combined Worship 

 

BEGINNING IN JANUARY 2015 

  9:00—Traditional Service 

10:15—Sunday School 

11:07—Casual Service 

Happy Birthday to you! 

IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE THIS PUBLICATION, PLEASE LET US KNOW BY  CALLING 

(765)453-0555, OR EMAILING US AT:  office@stlukesumc.net.  THANK YOU! 

 
Irma DINWIDDIE, Bob HUDSON, Abby HANSEN, (1); Martie 
BOLLET, (3); Paul LEWIS, Nancy McCLURE, Deanna WRIGHT, 

(4); Ben CLINGAMAN, (6); Shawn MAYFIELD, (7); Ginny 
HOLDER, (12); Dennis CLINGAMAN, (14); John MYERS, 

 Donovan HARRISON, (16); Carole TRIBUTSCH, (18); Gayle 
HENSLEY, (21); Beck KWIATT, (23); Sharon O’HAIR, (24);  

Geneva TAYLOR, Barbara LEWIS, Carina KWIATT, (27); Chris 
JONES, (28); Ed BAKER, Rhoda BARKMAN, (29); Sandy PRICE, 

Hazel ROBERTS, Joe LEWIS, Sharon LAMBERSON, Bob 
BASZNER,, (31). 

Our Birthdays for the month of December... 


