
Here is a nice summary of our An-

nual Conference held a month ago. 

We have lots of good stuff happen-

ing in Indiana!! 

2014 Indiana Annual Con-

ference Summary 

ñThe Outwardly Focused Churchò was the 

theme of the 2014 Indiana Annual Confer-

ence Session held Thursday through Satur-

day, May 29-31 at the Indiana Convention 

Center in downtown Indianapolis. The 

Scripture reference for the conference was 

Romans 12:1-2. Indiana Bishop Michael J. 

Coyner called the conference into session 

at 1 p.m. Thursday, May 29. 

West Ohio Bishop Gregory Palmer, featured 

preacher at the Sixth Indiana Annual Con-

ference opening session, challenged Hoosi-

ers to confess, repent and walk in a new 

direction. The service was designed to help 

conference members make a fresh start dis-

cerning Godôs vision for the transformation 

of the world. 

The Rev. Bob Farr, Missouri Conference 

Director of the Center for Congregational 

Excellence, led a Friday morning teaching 

session. Farr said he believes we need to be 

on fire for Jesus. ñIf we are going to go for-

ward friends, we need to recapture our fire,ò 

he said. He also believes United Methodists 

are good at charity, but not mission. ñWe 

are good at collecting materials to hand off 

to other agencies to distribute.ò He hopes 

United Methodists go back to their roots of 

being a ñmissionalò church that goes out 

into communities to build relationships and 

serve neighbors. 

The conference session spilled on to nearby 

Georgia Street at lunchtime Friday for a 

revival-like service titled ñGod of This 

Cityò and featuring soloist Amy Cox, praise 

band Sixteen Cities and a dozen food trucks 

selling a variety of meals. Volunteers also 

circulated up and down the street praying 

with both conference goers and others pass-

ing by. 

More than 160 members and guests spent 

early Saturday afternoon packing food for 

Kids Against Hunger. The volunteers as-

sembled 43,200 13.8 ounce packets, each 

designed to feed six people. The packets are 

being distributed to several food pantries 

across Indiana and to Indiana United Meth-

odist-related Mission Guatemala. 

During two business sessions, conference 

members: 

¶ Launched ñ100 New Points of Lightò ï 

100 new faith communities, whether a 

worship service, Bible study or other 

organized effort, to reach new people 

with the light of Christ. More than 200 

congregations responded in answer to 

the bishopôs call. Each congregation 

will receive seed money from the con-

ference as well as a person to coach 

them; 

¶ Raised more than $80,000 in cash and 
pledges from 140 local churches during 

the annual conference session toward 

the conferenceôs Africa University 

Campaign goal to raise $1.6 million by 

the end of 2016. To date, more than 

$800,000 has been pledged or raised 

toward the goal; 

¶ Approved guidelines and a process of 
Christian Conferencing for annual con-

ference members to endorse and elect 

2015 delegates (eight clergy, eight lai-

ty) to the 2016 General Conference in 

Portland, Ore., and twice that number 
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of delegates to the 2016 North Central 

Jurisdictional Conference in Peoria, Ill. 

The endorsement process will begin in 

congregations this fall and move through 

the 10 districts to the conferenceôs Lead-

ership Table and on to the Annual Con-

ference session for election; 

¶ Approved a graduated scale of retire-
ment health insurance subsidies for re-

tired clergy; 

¶ Heard about the Church Developmentôs 
ñExceedò campaign to raise $1.5 million 

to help establish 30 new faith communi-

ties by 2020; 

¶ Heard about the successes of more than 
200 congregations participating in the 

conferenceôs Fruitful Congregation Jour-

ney vitality process. 

¶ Approved a 2015 income budget of 
$13.6 million and a 2015 expense budg-

et of $14.1 million. 

The conference commissioned one Provision-

al Deacon, 12 Provisional Elders and recog-

nized the orders of three other Provisional 

Elders; commissioned one missionary; li-

censed 30 Local Pastors; retired 63 Elders, 

Deacons and Local Pastors; and remembered 

41 clergy and 34 clergy spouses who had 

died this past conference year. 

The 2015 Indiana Annual Conference Ses-

sion will meet Thursday through Sunday, 

May 28-31 and will be held at the Indiana 

Convention Center in downtown Indianapo-

lis. 

Membership stands at 194,967 down 1,597 

from the previous year; average worship at-

tendance, 107,231, down 4,121; church 

school (children and youth ministries), 

38,099, down 1,762; professions of faith, 

3,702 down 535; baptisms, 3,286, down 226. 

Pastor Mitchõs Message... 
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Prayer Ministry News 
by Paula Shrock 

Have you ever noticed there is no shortage of things to pray about? Whether it's 
someone or something near and dear to my heart or a faraway situation with global consequenc-
es, it seems that I daily shoot up arrow prayers that God impresses upon me as I hear the news or 
think of friends and family who need a special touch from God.  
 
My prayer is that I become more sensitive to the nudges from the Holy Spirit to pray as I go about 
my days. May I pray that for you, too? It's not a matter of stopping what you are doing to pray, al-
though that may be how the Spirit leads sometimes, but saying a breath prayer as you respond to 
that nudge. 
 
On another topic, we gathered for our first prayer walk on June 9 and decided to make it a regular 
occurrence. On Monday, July 7, we will gather in the church parking lot at 5 PM to walk our neigh-
borhood and once again seek God's heart for ministry to those outside our doors. Won't you join 
us? 

July 2014 Parish Nurse News I Know You Can Use! by Cindi Myers RN, BSN  

 

ñHow Safe are óSo-Called ñDietary Supplementsò? TUFTS Health & Nutrition Letter June ó14 

 If you turn to herbal or botanical treatments or other alternative products marketed 
as ódietary supplementsô to counter chronic conditions or boost your well-being, recent headlines might 
make you think twice before reaching for the pill bottle.  Just in the past 12 months, regulators have 
warned of the dangers form unlabeled pharmaceutical ingredients in an arthritis product and thyroid hor-
mones in óenergy-boostingô pills.  Medical experts have also reported an alarming increase in liver dam-
age linked to weight loss and ófat-burningô products. 

Americans spend an estimated $32 billion in ódietary supplements aisle every year. 

About İ of all USA adults take ódietary supplementsô ranging from Daily multivitamin to exotic extracts 
promising to promote weight loss, boost brain power, and turn back the clock on aging. 

Just because they are sold on the shelf does not mean they are safe!  The FDA, [Food and Drug Ad-
min.] does not test these products. 

Some supplements may interact with your scripts!  For example, if you are on a script for a blood thin-
ner, then take ginkgo biloba, aspirin, or vitamin E, these all combine to make your blood even thin-
ner! 

If you are interested in reading this article for more details just contact me: 765-438-3642 



ST. LUKEðS UMC   GOSPEL ECHOES  

 

 

 

 

 

4th of July party @ the 

Sozanskyõs 

When: July 4 from 6 -

10:30pm 

Food, Fun, and       

Fellowship 

July 14-18 

We are helping with VBS this 

year! 

Come out and join the fun!!  

Still in search of a fe-

male chaperone that 

thinks they can relate 

to and form a relation-

ship with the girls in 

our youth group! Want 

more information????? 

See Tyler after the ser-

vice!!  

Many of you know that we went 

on a Summer Retreat to Pigeon 

Forge, Tennessee this past 

month. We had a great time and 

it was great to be able to see 

the youth build relationships 

with one another and also grow 

closer to God as we were on the 

trip. I am a firm believer that 

we are not here to grow a youth 

group, but we are here to grow a 

family within the youth group. 

This retreat was a great start to 

helping grow our youth group 

family as a whole. I want to 

thank you, the church for help-

ing support this trip through the 

car wash, the rummage sale, and 

your prayers! Please continue to 

keep all the youth and the youth 

group in your prayers!  

We are going to Kings 

Island in the month of 

July!!!!!!!!                  

Check the bulletin 

board outside of the 

youth room to sign up 

for the trip and to find  

more information !  

We had four kids go to 

Camp Adventure June 

22-27. Those four kids 

are Donovan Harrison, 

Eric Willhite, David 

Farr, and Tanner Dun-

can. Please keep them 

in your prayers as they 

continue on their 

journey with Christ.  

    Summer Format of Youth Group                    

Meet @ church @5:30 every Sunday. 

We will then travel to someoneõs 

house for youth group and return to 

the church @ 8pm. 





ST. LUKEðS UMC   GOSPEL ECHOES  

 

 

 

 

The new Upper Room daily 

devotional is available in the 

lobby. Pick yours up today.  

UM MENôS BREAKFASTð 
 
There will be a United Methodist 
Men's Breakfast on Saturday, July 12th, at 
8:30am, at the Waffle House restaurant.  

 
 
Biker Sunday is July 
20th. We will be hav-
ing a ride after first 
service. We will be 
going to Flora, IN, for 

lunch at the Flora Family Restaurant. After lunch, 
we will be riding back to Kokomo. We would like 
to see all who can, join us, even those who do 
not ride motorcycles, but would like to join us for 
lunch. Any questions, see Bruce or Nora Keller.  

Brothers and Sisters: 

     On behalf of Camp Adventure 
and all of us at Impact 2818, I 
would like to thank you for your 
generous support of Camp Ad-
venture and its life-changing min-
istry to kids. It is a huge blessing 
to share in a partnership togeth-
er. 

 ðImpact 2818 Camping  
     Ministry of the Indiana  
     Conference 

Looking for good interest rates for your investments? If so, you can help our Loan & Savings Ministry 
finance the growing loan demand from United Methodist churches in Indiana by investing in Certificates 
of Participation. 

 

 

 

For more information about the Loan & Savings Ministry and the United Methodist Foundation of Indi-
ana, go to www.umfindiana.org. 

CURRENT RATE CERTIFICATES 
($1,000 minimum) 

6 MONTH  0.85% 
9 MONTH  0.90% 
1 YEAR   0.95% 
18 MONTH  1.50% 
3 YEAR   1.75% 

5 YEAR   2.50% 

(Rates as of 6/1/2014. Subject to 
change, not FDIC insured). 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
SPECIAL OFFER 

3 YEAR CERTIFICATE 2.014% 

Expires 7/31/2014 

Valid on new certificates only. 

IN U.M. Loan & Savings   
Ministry, Inc. 

8401 Fishers Center Dr. 

Fishers, IN 46038 

Toll-Free:  877-391-8811 

Email: info@umlsm.org 



Missions Corner by Missions Coordinators, Patty Cohee & Cindi Myers:  
 Loose Change Offering for the Month of July goes to:  

 

   
AFRICA UNIVERSITY 

 

The day the Tornado came to town back in November, St Luke's was hosting for the Indiana Con-
ference a Special Program on Africa University.  We all were sent to the hallways around the sanc-
tuary as it was passing by less than a mile away. 

 

Bishop Coyner had rallied the Conference to come alongside of Africa University and support them 
with their prayers and with their finances. 

 

St. Luke's heard the cry.  We have supported Africa University before, when Bishop Woodie White 
challenged us, and we hear it again.   

 

 

REMINDER:       If you ever have a need for a special Greeting Card, St. Luke's Missions offers 
cards that are found in the Missions Corner of the Welcome Area.  Just select your card, send it to 
whomever you want to honor or remember, then give a donation to St. Luke's missions.  If you have 
any questions, don't hesitate to contact Cindi Myers @ cindi@watkinsowners.com, or 765-438-
3642. 

mailto:cindi@watkinsowners.com


UMW News  

           St. Lukeõs Seniorsñ(Just Older Youthñgroup for people over 55!)  

JOY Fellowship  4th of July Celebration at JOY Fellowship on Friday, July 4th, at 

11:00am, at the church. Come and enjoy a focus on our country, along with Christian fel-

lowship. A picnic lunch will be provided. Join the fun! 

 

JOY Fellowship  will meet on Friday, July 18th, at 11:00am, at the church. The Singing 

Saints from Wesley Manor will present the program. For the fellowship lunch, chicken 

casserole will be provided. Weõd love to have you join us! Bring a covered dish, a white  

   elephant, and a FRIEND! 

ST. LUKEðS UMC   GOSPEL ECHOES  

Naomi  Circle ñ will meet on Wednesday, July 2nd, at 6:00pm, for a picnic. We 

will meet at the shelter just west of the bandstand at Highland Park. Fried 

chicken will be the entrée. Bring a covered dish, a lawn chair, and a friend! Tan-

ya Saul will be the hostess and provide devotions. For more information, call 

her at (765)480 -5668.  

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS              
May 1ðMay 31, 2014 

May budget:     $49,773 

Actual expenses:   $26,209 

Tithes/Offerings:  $44,115 

May cash surplus:  $ 17,906 

Budget shortfall :             ($  5,658) 

Missions Giving for 
May:  $4,621 

Our ATTENDANCE for the month of Juneé 

6/01/2014:  229   6/15/2014:  229 
 

6/08/2014:  210   6/22/2014:  220 



LINC ð Library 
Information &  

News Connection 
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...made over $1100!  Monies are split 
with the Youth and the Library 
Ministries.  Leftover items were given to 
the Kokomo Rescue Mission.  Thanks 
again to everyone who helped out with 
donations, time, sorting, pricing, etc.   
 

New Non-Fiction Books  

�	 ��Choosing Your Faith In A World of 
Spiritual Options by Mark 
Mittleberg and Lee Strobel. 

�	 ��Congo Vignettes: Stories of Godôs 
Faithfulness to Three Generations 
in the Heart of Africa by Shawn 
Lantz. 

�	 ��Cure for the Common Life: Living 
In Your Sweet Spot by Max 
Lucado. 

�	 ��Living in the Power of the Holy 
Spirit by Charles F. Stanley 

�	 ��Make Me Your Choice: 
Compelling Personal Stories of 
Struggle and Healing from Those 
Who Have Had or Dealt with 
Abortion by Cheryl Chew. 

 

Non-Fiction (continued) 

�	 ��Out of A Far Country: A Gay Sonôs 
Journey to God.  A Broken 
Motherôs Search for Hope by 
Christopher & Angela Yuan. 

�	 ��...and many more!!! 

New Fiction Books  

�	 ��Newpointe 911 Series (books 1-4) 

by Terri Blackstock. 

�	 ��The Dancing Master by Julie 

Klassen. 

�	 ��Five Miles South of Peculiar by 

Angela Hunt; a novel. 

�	 ��Safe in His Arms (Under Texas 

Stars) by Colleen Coble. 

�	 ��...and many more!!! 

New DVDôs 

�• ��Unstoppable: Where Is God in the 
Midst of Tragedy and Suffering? 
by Kirk Cameron. 

�• ��When Christians Get It Wrong 

with Leadersô Guide by Adam 
Hamilton. (Small Group section) 

�• ��Several VeggieTales DVDôs. 

�• ��Gigi: The Pink Ballerina: Godôs 
Little Princess. 

�• ��And even more adult, family & 
kidsô dvdôs to choose from!!! 


