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gospel echoes 

     November is an ‘almost’ month or, if you will, a “tweener.”  The weather for November lum-

bers between late-autumn and early-winter, harvests are between start and completion, even 

the national election every four years results in our country waiting in transition between what 

was and what will be.  Spiritually we know that December brings Christmas, the birth of Jesus, 

but we have to endure November to get to December.  

     Each of us can look back on our own in-between times when what we were doing at the time 

was in anticipation of something else. As mature Christians we can also reflect on those times in 

our spiritual growth that we were drifting aimlessly, perhaps not feeling as close to God as when 

we first came to Jesus. During our in-between we questioned what we were doing for God and 

what we were to be doing. Perhaps some of us are in between times now. 

     In- between times were a very real part of the disciples spiritual growth. The Gospels of Mark, 

Matthew and John all record that fear for their lives drove the disciples into hiding following the 

crucifixion. Yet only a few weeks later according to the book of Acts 4:31, 33 “After they prayed, 

the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 

spoke the word of God boldly…With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resur-

rection of the Lord Jesus.”  Something miraculous happened during the in-between time that 

changed the disciples from fearful cowards to bold witnesses for their risen Lord.  

     The in-between times were important for the disciples. It was at that time the disciples relin-

quished their will to the will of the Holy Spirit. Our in-between times are important for us as well. 

Although we may feel like we are adrift with indecision or steeped in mindless, mundane spiritu-

al routine, the Holy Spirit is at work in our lives. Even when we feel we are alone we are not 

alone. Jesus promised his disciples that he would be with them always: at all times. He makes 

that same promise to us today.  

     “God is Good: All the time and all the time: God is Good.”  We recite this acknowledgement of 

God’s grace and mercy at the conclusion of our Sunday service.  It serves as a reminder that in 

the time between Sundays God is with us and God is good: that no matter the season of our spir-

itual life God is with us and God is good: that God is indeed good all of the time, even the 

“tweeners.” 

 Blessings, 

Pastor B.J.  

God Is Good In All of Our Times 
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Church Events 

 Nov 1 UMW Naomi Circle 

 Nov 4
 

JOY Fellowship 

 Nov 12  UM Men’s      

Breakfast 

 Nov 13
 

UMW Sunday 

 Nov 13 Charge Conference 

 Nov 18 JOY Fellowship 

 Nov 18 More Than a Movie 

 Nov 26 Hanging of the 

Greens 

 Nov 27 First Sunday of  

Advent 

 Wednesdays—meal and  

various Bible study classes 

 

Sunday Schedule 
  9:00 AM Sunday School 

10:00 AM Worship 

  6:00 PM The Experience 



1 Chronicles 16:34 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for 
he is good; his love         
endures forever.” 

JOY Fellowship 
Just Older Youth for people over 55! 

 Friday, November 4th, we will be going on a special 

outing to Northwoods Commons. Please call Eula, 453

-6397, or Glenda, 453-1860, to make a reservation, 

which is required. 

 Friday, November 18th, at 11:00am, at the church.  

Our own Pastor B.J. and Pennye Siefert will present 

the program. Chili will be provided. Please bring a 

covered dish (no white elephants this time). Announcements 
 UMW Naomi Circle on November 1, at 7:00pm, at 

the home of Nancy Slaubaugh. Fannie Rody will 

be co-hostess and give devotions; Glenda Mann 

will have the lesson, Jill Snyder guest speaker. 

 UM Men’s Breakfast, Saturday, November 12, at 

8:30am, at Waffle House. 

 Hanging of the Greens, November 26, 9:00am 

 “Remember those in prison, as if chained with 

them, and those who are mistreated since you 

yourselves are in the body also.” Hebrews 13:3. 

November 6 is the International Day of Prayer for 

the Persecuted Church. Please mark your calen-

dars, and do whatever it takes to remind your-

selves to pray! 

Youth News 
 November  4    Youth Fall Party at the Myers’ home, 

5:00-7:00pm 

 November  6    Youth Group 6-8pm 

 November 13   Youth Group 6-8pm 

 November 20   Youth Group at 6:00, followed by candy 

cane opening at We Care Park 

 November 27   Youth Group 6-8pm 

Thank you 
 Thank you all for your prayers and cards and 

voiced concerns over the death of John’s father, 

John Ward Myers. 

   —John and Cindi Myers 

 Thank you to our St. Luke’s church family for the 

cards, prayers, and thoughts during the passing 

of my mother, Mary Dodt. 

   —Rhoda and Denny Barkman 

Children/Family News 
 November 6    Preteen class (Club 456) will join the youth in the 

sanctuary during morning worship service 

 November 18  More Than a Movie 

Missions 

September Giving: 

$3,321 

Needed: $3,792 

This Month’s 

Loose Change 

goes to 

Hammonds, WDA 

& C.A.M. 

November 6 Daylight Savings Time Ends 

Remember to set your clocks back 1 

hour! 



While many of their friends were lounging on beaches, a group of 34 teens and adults spent fall break learning how to 

use power tools, hang and mud drywall, and install doors on two different building sites in New Orleans, Louisiana.  Elev-

en years post-Katrina, there is still much work to be done, and St. Luke’s partnership with SBP (formerly St. Bernard Pro-

ject) accomplished a great deal of work during five days in the city.  

 Once they arrived in New Orleans, the group divided into two building sites; one focused on hanging drywall in a 

home that was being restored from Katrina, and another focused on painting and adding the final touches to a new con-

struction home built on a vacant lot.  The drywall group learned a lot of skills such as mudding, prepping, sanding, and 

working in tight spaces with limited tools.   The new construction home is part of a partnership with the New Orleans Re-

development Authority to put new homes on lots vacated by the storm, with residency and income requirements aimed at 

restoring the population and neighborhood pride to New Orleans.  

 The group enjoyed delicious home cooked meals twice a day, lots of laughter and camaraderie, and devotions 
every night led by different members of the team.  The last work day was just a half day to allow time for visiting the 
French Quarter, shopping, and delicious seafood.  Several birthdays were celebrated during the group’s time in the Big 
Easy, making for a lot of memories.  Best of all, knowing that the group was sharing the love of Christ and serving others 
will make this a fall break that none will soon forget.  

Mission Trip Wrap-up 

  5  Marty McCord 27  Greta Roberts 
      Sondra Yard                     Carol Campbell 
      LaCinda Chapman       Arlinda Baszner 
  7  Chuck Harshman       29  Stacey Tedlock 
      B.J. Siefert  30  Marijo Baker 
10  Paula Shrock         Diana Orr 
      Glenda Fearnow    
11  Macon Dale Traxler  
      Michael Mansur  
      Riley Case  
13  Bruce Puckett 
16  JoAnn Starner  
22  Nancy Rushton 
23  Dennis Barkman 
      Tom Tedlock 
      Mark Willhite 
25  Corrine Pickering 
26  Janet Singleton 
 

November 

Birthdays 

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS               

Sept. 1 - Sept. 30, 2016 

Monthly budget:   $47,002 

Actual expenses:  $38,648 

Tithes/Offerings: $36,638 

Cash shortfall:           ($  2,010) 

Budget shortfall          ($10,364) 

Angels’ Attic Bazaar 
Many thanks to all who helped at our recent An-

gels’ Attic Bazaar. Whether you had lunch, 

shopped, chaired a committee, said a prayer for us, 

or worked at the Bazaar—I appreciate all of you so 

much!! A report on profit distribution will be an-

nounced after November 11. 

I would also like to ask that no scouring pads be 

used on the back of our new stoves. They were re-

cently scratched pretty badly. Thank you! 

   —Nancy Slaubaugh 

Missions News 

Lowell and Claudia Wertz and JOY IN THE HARVEST 

continue to do a good work in Africa!  If you want to 

know, just ask me [Cindi], or go to 

www.joyintheharvest.com.  However, they are running 

their ministry in the RED!  A favor...   

You can purchase anything that you usually do on Ama-

zon, but do it with a mission in mind!  "When purchasing 

from Amazon use Amazon Smile and Choose JOY IN 

THE HARVEST as your supported charity.  At no cost to 

you, JOY IN THE HARVEST will receive 0.5% or more of 

your item costs.  No tax deduction available for this 

method.  Amazon sends a quarterly check:  https://

smile.amazon.com/ " 

http://www.joyintheharvest.com
https://smile.amazon.com
https://smile.amazon.com


Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday, November 27
th
  

First Sunday of Advent 

 

Christmas Eve Service 

Mark your calendars for a change on Christmas Eve this 

year. Since we'll be having our regular Sunday worship 

service on Christmas morning, we are going to have  

only one Christmas Eve service this year at 5:00pm. 
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IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE THIS PUBLICATION, PLEASE LET US KNOW BY 

CALLING THE CHURCH AT (765) 453-0555, OR EMAILING US AT:  office@stlukesumc.net. 

Check us out on the internet  

 www.stlukesumc.net 


