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It’s All About Me... 

It’s true. We are raising up an entire generation of kids and young adults who 
think that the world revolves around them. Of course, we all have things that we 
like and don’t like no matter the age. Unfortunately, when that mentality and 
atmosphere invades the church, leaders are faced with the question of who is 
best to please? As I have moved from sitting in a pew as a congregation 
member to being on a church leadership team, I have come to realize that it is 
very difficult to please everyone. At St. Luke’s our vision statement is, “to 
become a thriving church by growing a strong Children/Family Ministry and 
reaching out to our surrounding neighborhoods, providing missional 
opportunities to grow disciples of Jesus Christ.” 

If we truly believe our vision statement as well as Scripture, we must remember 
to put others needs before our own. In the prophetic words of Olaf the snowman 
in the movie Frozen, “Love is putting someone else’s needs before your own.” 
Or as Paul simply states in Philippians 2:3-4, “Do nothing from selfishness 
or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more 
important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal 
interests, but also for the interests of others.” In other words, be humble, 
thinking of others’ needs before your own. 

An example being the addition of a second worship service because of people 
voicing their specific opinions about how they want to worship. I am concerned 
about the effect this separation has on the younger generation. In our family we 
are taught to recognize, respect and enjoy others preferences. In children’s church, 
we teach the kids that being a Christian means that you are different from the world. 
Sometimes that can mean sacrificing our personal wants and desires for the sake of 
others.  

Basically, when we determine how we are going to worship God as opposed to 
allowing God to tell us how to worship, that’s a form of idolatry. Are we 
promoting the “It’s all about me” mentality in the church? When we talk about 
the body of Christ, even though we are individuals, the body works as one and 
should not be characterized by our individual preferences. It is only ever about 
HIM! 

Church Events 

 May 2
nd

   UMW Naomi Circle 

 May 5
th

   JOY Fellowship 

 May 13
th

  Letter Carrier Food  

                     Drive 

 May 13
th

  UM Men’s Breakfast 

 May 13
th

  UMW Spring   

                     Luncheon 

 May 19
th

  JOY Fellowship 

 May 20
th

  Annual Church  

                     Spring Clean-up 

 May 21
st

  Graduation Sunday 

 

Sunday Schedule 
  8:30 AM Traditional Worship 

  9:30 AM Sunday School 

10:30 AM Blended Worship 

  6:00 PM The Experience 

By Jenny Hancock 



JOY Fellowship 
Just Older Youth for people over 55! 

 Friday, May 5th, 11:00am. Speaker is Allison 
Brantley from Bona Vista. Followed by carry-
in lunch, sloppy joes provided. Bring covered 
dish and a friend. 

 Friday, May 19th, 11:00am. A special video 
will be shown. Followed by carry-in lunch, 
chicken casserole provided. Bring covered 
dish. 

 More Than a Movie, Friday, May 19th, 6:00-8:00pm 

 Graduation Sunday at St. Luke’s, May 21st. We will honor our high 

school and college graduates. 

 Sunday mornings—while we offer our regular Kingdom Kids 

Children’s Worship during the 10:30am service, if children are 

attending the 8:30am service, “worship bags” are available and 

children will receive a sermon notes page to complete during the 

service and return to the children’s check-in station for a special gift. 

Children/Family News 

Youth News 
 May  7th—Youth Group 6-8pm 

 May 14th—Youth Group 6-8pm 

 May 20th—Service Saturday, 9am-12pm 

 May 21st—Graduation Sunday-honoring 2017 

high school/college grads. Youth Group 6-

8pm 

 May 28th—NO Youth Group 

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS               

Mar. 1 - Mar. 31, 2017 

Monthly budget:   $47,997 

Actual expenses:  $41,539 

Tithes/Offerings: $37,544 

Cash shortfall:           ($  3,995) 

Budget shortfall         ($ 10,453) 

May Birthdays 

Missions 

March Giving: 

$6,242 

Needed: $3,792 

This Month’s 

Loose Change 

goes to 

St. Luke’s Food 

Pantry/Dr. Cam & 

Anne Gongwer 

    1  Becky Swails 22  Andrew Hansen 
    2  Greta Dunlap 23  Jean Hakes 
        Dick Jones 25  John Tokarcik 
    3  Sherry Moore       Elizabeth Huffman 
    4  Sherri Mosier  27  Paul Smith 
    5  Wayne McCord        Rod Miller 
    6  Jocena Miller 31  Connie Manship 
    8  Metta Tedlock     
        Lauren Householder     
  10  Stacey Miller 
        Janet Timberman 
        Sarah Rife 
  13  Bruce Shrock 
  17  Glen Garrett 
  19  Lou Westray 
  21  Al Nagy 



Thank you 
 On behalf of my whole family I want to thank those 

who sent cards, letters, and condolences for the 

passing of my son Jeffrey. 

    —Paul Smith 

 Thank you for all the cards and prayers. Due to my 

health concerns, I am unable to come to Kokomo for 

a memorial service for Al, but I so appreciate the 

kindness you have shown me following Al’s passing. 

    —Lena Reutemann 

 Thank you for all the prayers, concerns, many cards, 

and flowers during my recent and continuing problem. 

God bless each and every one of you. God is good all 

the time! 

    —Shirley Jones 

 Thank you ladies and gentlemen who participated in 

the women’s tea on April 22. Thank you Glenda, Ja-

net, Brenda, Cindy, and Lou and other helpers that 

made the tea a success for  the Light in Darkness 

ministries. 

    —Patty Cohee 

Daddy Daughter 
Dance 
On April 22, 2017, St. Luke’s hosted a Daddy 
Daughter Dance themed after the Van Gogh 
painting ‘A Starry Night’. As a follow-up to last 
year’s ‘Enchantment Under the Sea’, guests were 
taken on a journey this year to an elegant art 
gallery where samples of Van Gogh’s ‘Starry Night’ 
paintings hung in splendor in the St. Luke’s 
Fellowship Hall. We welcomed 154 guests this 
year to enjoy an evening of pictures ‘on the moon’, 
dinner, and dancing. The girls began their evening 
by creating their very own princess wand while 
Dad (or male father figure) wrote a note to his 
princess on a postcard that is mailed the following 
week. What a special prize to cherish from a 
memorable evening of fun. 

This year dinner was served family-style. We 
chose this over last year’s buffet because families 
are so busy these days and rarely have time to just 
sit around the table and enjoy each other’s 
company. When dinner was over, an amazing 
table of desserts was brought out. The dancing 
began soon after that and it was so much fun to 
see dads and daughters on the dance floor 
dancing away to the ‘Cha Cha Slide’ or the 
‘Macarena’. But the best part was when dad held 
his little girl in his arms as he slow-danced to 
meaningful songs like Steven Curtis Chapman’s 
‘Cinderella’…So I’ll dance with Cinderella while 
she is here in my arms, ‘cause all too soon the 
clock will strike midnight and she’ll be gone. 

St. Luke’s received wonderful compliments of what 
an outstanding outreach this is in order to show 
our girls the way that they should be treated…like 
daughters of the One True King! 

Announcements 
 UMW Naomi Circle will meet Tuesday, May 2nd, at 

7:00pm, at Ruth Krakora’s home, 209 Lakeside Dr. Ruth 

and Fannie Rody will be co-hostesses. Macon Dale 

Traxler will have the lesson, and Nancy Clingaman will 

have devotions. 

 UM Men’s breakfast on Saturday, May 13th, at 8:30 am, 

at Golden Corral. 

 Letter Carrier Food Drive is May 13th. We need volun-

teers to help unload food that is collected, between 

10am-5pm. Lunch provided. Contact Nancy Rushton, 

765-419-4675 for more info. 

 Annual Church Spring Cleaning day is Saturday, May 

20, 9am-1pm. Many volunteers are needed! Contact 

Pennye Siefert, 765-860-0339 for more info. 

 We will honor our 2017 high school/college graduates on 

Sunday, May 21st. Please contact the church office if 

you are/have a graduate to honor. 

 We are replacing the church pew bibles. If you’d like to 

purchase one or more in memory/honor of someone, 

please contact the church office. Cost is $6.00 each. 

 Life Line Health Screening at St. Luke’s on Thursday, 

June 15. To register call 1-888-653-6450, or visit 

www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle. 



Upcoming Events 

Saturday, May 13
th
  

UMW Spring Luncheon, “Singing into Spring.” Get your 

tickets ($8) on Sundays in the lobby. 

 

Sunday, May 21
st
  

Join us during worship as we honor our 2017 high 

school and college graduates. 

700 E Southway Blvd 
Kokomo, IN  46902 
Mitch Norwood, Lead Pastor  

BJ Siefert, Associate Pastor  

Non-Profit 
U.S. 

Postage 
PAID 

Kokomo, In 
46902 

Permit No. 
359 

IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE THIS PUBLICATION, PLEASE LET US KNOW BY 

CALLING THE CHURCH AT (765) 453-0555, OR EMAILING US AT:  office@stlukesumc.net. 

Check us out on the internet  

 www.stlukesumc.net 


